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Foreword 

The  275th  Anniversary  Committee  would  like  to  thank  all 
who  contributed  to  the  contents  of  this  booklet  and  to  our 
advertisers  who  enhance  our  celebration  by  their  contributions. 

It  is  intended  to  furnish  you  with  an  overview  of  Rutland’s 
history  and  to  update  the  booklet  produced  by  the  250th 
Anniversary  Committee. 

We  are  especially  indebted  to  the  members  of  the  Rutland 
Historical  Society  for  their  efforts  in  historical  research  and  many 
of  the  pictures  included  herein. 


.Whereas, 


Board  of  Selectmen 

A Proclamation 

1997 

In  the  yeaT  of  out  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  six 
an  area  known  as  Naquag  was  purchased  from  the  Indian 
ownets  and  later  to  become  the  site  of  the  Town  of  Rutland; 


Whereas,,  The  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  acted  favorably  on  the 
petition  of  the  Proprietors  On  February  13,  1713  and  that  such 
new  town  be  called  Rutland; 

Whereas,  That  the  Town  of  Rutland  on  J une  18, 1722  was  Incorporated  by 
the  Great  and  General  CouTt  and  that  said  Town  of  Rutland 
is  celebrating  it  Two  Hundred  and  Seventy  Fifth  the  entire  year 
of  1997; 

Now,  therefore.  We,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Rutland, 

in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
do  hereby  proclaim  as 

Rutland  Founders7  Day 
June  1 8/ 1997 


in  memory  of,  and  as  a tribute  to,  those  brave  pioneers  who  settled  in  said  Town 
of  Rutland. 

Be  it  further  PROCLAIMED  that  appropriate  exercises,  events,  and 
celebrations  be  held  throughout  the  year;  and  be  it  further  PROCLAIMED  that 
we,  this  Board  of  Selectmen,  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  task  of  incessant  progress, 
aimed  at  building  a better  community  for  ourselves  and  our  posterity. 

GIVEN  in  the  Selectmen’s  Office  in  Rutland, 
this  3 1st  day  of  January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety  seven,  and  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  two  hundred  and  twenty  first. 
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Grand  Marshall 


For  Charles  H.  Campbell,  the  adage  “Greatness  is 
characterized  by  generous  giving”,  aptly  applies.  In  Charlie’s  case, 
the  “giving”  refers  to  donations  of  talent,  time,  and  passion  to 
whatever  cause  he  is  attempting  to  further. 

As  the  grandson  of  Charles  J.  Campbell,  a state 
representative  in  the  early  1940’s,  being  concerned  with  people 
probably  came  naturally  for  Charlie.  As  a “local  boy”,  born  in  the 
former  Holden  Hospital  and  one  of  14  graduates  from  the  last  class 
of  Rutland  High  School,  Charlie  devoted  much  of  his  energy  to  the 
people  of  the  Wachusett  area  and  to  Rutland  specifically.  He 
served  as  a member  of  the  Rutland  School  Committee  and  also  sat 
on  the  Wachusett  Regional  School  Committee.  Rutland’s  first 
EMT  Crew  had  Charlie  Campbell  as  one  of  its  ever-ready 
responders. 

A sportsman  at  heart,  Charlie  coached  basketball,  softball, 
baseball,  and  soccer.  He  enjoys  reminiscing  about  winning  the 
district  championship  and  two  state  soccer  championships.  As  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  study  youth  soccer,  Charlie  was 
instrumental  in  initiating  soccer  teams  in  Rutland.  He  is  also  past 
president  of  the  Rutland  Recreational  Council.  Still  a sports 
aficionado,  he  can  be  seen  at  many  Ice  Cat’s  games  and  is  a loyal 
fan  of  the  Wachusett  Regional  High  School  soccer  team. 

The  Ski  Patrol  at  Pine  Ridge  and  Wachusett  Mountain  was 
another  sports  related  group  that  claimed  Charlie’s  interest  and 
support;  as  a matter  of  fact,  Charlie  was  schussing  and  rescuing  as 
a patrol  member  for  25  years. 


Blossoming  out  from  the  Wachusett  area,  Charlie  served  in 
the  101st  Air  National  Guard.  Having  graduated  from  Fitchburg 
State  College  and  received  a Masters  of  Education  from  Worcester 
State  College,  Charlie  has  taught  at  Minnechaug  High  School  in 
Wilbraham,  East  Longmeadow  High  School,  Quabbin  and 
Wachusett  Regional  High  Schools. 

Charlie  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  raised  three  children  in 
Rutland-  Mark,  Marcia,  and  Melissa.  They  are  now  grandparents 
to  Lindsey  and  Megan  Campbell.  He  is  presently  a parishioner  at 
Immanuel  Lutheran  Church  in  Holden,  a member  of  the  Rufus 
Putnam  Lodge  of  Masons,  the  Rutland  Historical  Society  and 
Rutland  Lions  Club. 

As  one  of  Rutland’s  finest,  most  giving  citizens,  we 
acknowledge  and  appreciate  Charlie  Campbell’s  many  outstanding 
accomplishments  to  our  town,  and  add  to  it,  the  honor  of  being 
Rutland’s  Grand  Marshall  for  its  275th  parade. 


Co-Chairs  275th  Celebration 
Sue  Bohdiewicz  & Kathy  Potvin 


Board  of  Selectman 
John  Brennan  & Douglas  Briggs 
Missing  From  Photo  Raymond  Becker 


275th  Celebration  Committee 
Jean  Catlin,  Karen  Greenwood,  Scott  Davis,  Robert  Perry, 
James  Gusha,  Kathy  Potvin,  Sue  Bohdiewicz 
Missing  From  Photo  Karen  Eaton  & Corrine  Puliafico 


Early  History 

December  22,  1686  Five  men  from  Lancaster  negotiated 
with  the  Indians  for  a tract  of  land  12  miles  square  and  known  as 
Naquag.  The  eight  Indians  signed  the  deed  by  their  mark. 

February  23,  1713  The  owners  of  the  deed  from  the 
Indians,  or  their  heirs,  petitioned  the  General  Court  in  Boston  to 
confirm  their  title  to  this  land.  The  Court  did  confirm  the  title  to 
the  sons  and  grandsons  of  Major  Simon  Willard  of  Lancaster  and 
others  with  the  stipulation  “that  in  seven  years  60  families  settle 
thereon  and  sufficient  land  be  reserved  for  a gospel  ministry  and 
schools.” 


PLAN  OF  RUTLAND,  MASS. 


1714  to  1722  At  meetings  held  in  Boston,  the  Proprietors 
selected  six  miles  of  the  tract  for  the  settling  part  of  the  town.  A 
site  was  chosen  for  the  Meeting  House,  a ten  rod  wide  road  was 
laid  out,  ten  acres  set  out  for  a training  field  and  public  ground  to 
set  a school  house  and  a burying  place.  They  agreed  on  conditions 
on  which  the  settlers  were  to  receive  title  to  the  lots  which  required 
in  two  to  four  years  that  they  have  a house  erected  and  improve  the 
land. 

The  first  house  on  lot  No.  1 was  opposite  the  meeting  house 
and  Capt.  Samuel  Wright  from  Sudbury  built  his  house  there  in 
1720. 

July  6,  1722  The  House  of  Representatives,  since  all  the 
conditions  of  the  grant  of  1713  had  been  met,  voted  to  empower 


the  Town  of  Rutland  to  choose  all  proper  officers  and  to  raise  and 
collect  money  for  taxes  at  the  rate  of  three  pence  per  acre  per 
annum  on  all  lands  improved  and  unimproved.  This  is  called  the 
incorporation  date  of  the  Town. 

July  30,  1722  The  first  official  Town  Meeting  was  held  in 
Rutland  with  Samuel  Wright  as  the  Moderator.  He  was  also 
chosen  Town  Clerk,  a Selectman,  Assessor  and  Clerk  of  the 
Market.  Until  his  death  in  1740,  his  name  appears  signed  to  most 
of  the  records  of  the  town. 

1723  - 1730  On  August  13,  1723,  Gray  Lock  an  old  chief 
of  the  Waranokes  with  four  other  Indians  attacked  the  four  sons  of 
Deacon  Joseph  Stevens  in  the  meadow  where  they  were  working. 
Two  of  the  sons  were  killed  and  two  were  taken  captive  and 
brought  to  Canada.  Near  the  southwesterly  comer  of  Cheney  hill, 
they  came  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Willard,  minister  of  the  town,  who 
had  been  hunting  game.  After  a struggle  with  two  of  the  Indians, 
he  was  finally  overpowered  and  killed  when  the  other  three  Indians 
rushed  in  to  assist  their  companions.  The  father  of  the  two  boys 
taken  captive  traveled  to  Canada  and  eventually,  after  several 
years,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  release  first  of  Phineas,  the 
oldest  boy,  and  ultimately  of  the  younger  Isaac.  By  1724,  Captain 
Wright  was  the  Captain  of  the  Guards  and  had  38  men  to  patrol 
with  him.  They  covered  an  area  from  Lancaster  to  the  Brookfields. 
In  August,  1724,  three  more  men  were  killed  as  they  worked  in 
their  meadows.  They  continued  until  1730  to  be  on  their  guard 
against  further  invasions.  The  Governor  did  send  soldiers  to  assist 
the  towns  to  protect  and  patrol. 

As  Rutland  grew,  those  who  had  settled  in  the  outlying 
areas  found  it  more  difficult  to  come  to  Rutland  center  for  Town 
meetings  and  church  attendance.  Thus,  various  districts  formed 
and  these  became,  in  time,  other  towns. 

1771  - Princeton 

1774  - Barre 

1775  - Paxton  Hubbardston  Oakham 


The  Continental  Barracks 


On  March  21,  1777,  the  Continental  Congress  authorized  a 
barracks  for  prisoners  of  war  be  built  in  an  inland  town  in 
Massachusetts.  A four  acre  lot  was  purchased  in  Rutland  at  the 
comer  of  the  Ten  Rod  Road  (now  Main  St.)  and  Charnock  Hill 
Road. 

In  September,  1777,  a decisive  battle  in  Saratoga,  New 
York  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  British  General  Burgoyne  and  the 
prisoners  from  this  battle  were  marched  to  Cambridge,  MA  to  be 
held  until  the  Rutland  barracks  were  finished.  By  March,  1778,  the 
barracks  still  were  not  completed  due,  in  part,  to  the  Rutland 
townsmen  refusing  to  sell  boards,  timber  and  brick  since  they  were 
not  happy  to  have  these  prisoners  in  their  town.  Originally,  the 
plan  was  to  have  a prison  for  1500,  but  ultimately  it  could  house 
500  in  twenty  rooms.  The  great  two-story  barrack  was  140  feet 
long  and  40  feet  wide,  surrounded  by  a 20  foot  high  picket  fence. 
There  was  a guard  house,  bake  house,  oven  and  a well. 


On  April  17,  1778,  the  first  British  prisoners  arrived  in  Rutland. 
Many  of  the  prisoners,  especially  the  Germans,  were  hired  out  on 
farms  in  at  least  18  surrounding  towns  in  Worcester  County  in 
order  to  feed  and  clothe  themselves.  By  December  24,  1778,  there 
remained  approximately  100  prisoners.  The  cessation  of  hostilities 
was  not  announced  until  April  1783.  In  July  of  that  year,  44 
remaining  soldiers  and  two  officers  marched  back  to  their 
regiments  from  Rutland. 


General  Rufus  Putnam 
1738-1824 


Rufus  Putnam  lived  in  Rutland  for  only  seven  years  from 
1781  to  1788.  He  purchased  the  property  at  344  Main  Street 
following  his  distinguished  service  in  the- Revolutionary  War. 
Although  he  had  no  formal  education,  he  taught  himself  the  skills 
necessary  for  him  to  become  a surveyor.  He  engineered  a fort  at 
Dorchester  Heights  which  was  erected  in  one  night.  This 
maneuver  compelled  the  British  to  evacuate  Boston. 

During  his  brief  residency  in  Rutland,  he  served  as  a 
Constable,  Tax  Collector,  Moderator  of  the  Town  Meeting,  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  a member  of  the  General  Court  in  1787.  He  also 
laid  out,  in  that  same  year,  Rutland’s  10  school  districts. 

In  1784,  he  wrote  to  General  George  Washington  “The 
settlement  of  the  Ohio  country,  Sir,  engrosses  many  of  my  thoughts 
and  much  of  my  time....”  Countless  meetings  were  held  by  the 
Ohio  Company  in  Boston  and  at  Rufus  Putnam’s  house  over  the 
years  to  plan  the  settlement  of  the  Northwest  Territory.  He  made 
his  first  journey  there  in  1788  and  later  returned  for  his  family. 

The  26  from  Rutland  arrived  in  Marietta,  Ohio  in  November,  1790 
after  an  eight  week  journey. 


The  house  was  built  in  1765  by  Col.  John  Murray  and  later 
confiscated  due  to  Murray’s  lack  of  allegiance  to  the  cause  of  the 
Patriots.  Rufus  Putnam  sold  the  house  to  Stephen  Sibley  and 
subsequent  owners  were  Benjamin  Mead,  Deacon  William  Mead 
and  Josiah  Mead.  The  property  was  owned  for  a time  by  the  Rufus 
Putnam  Memorial  Association  and  was  open  to  the  public.  Mrs. 
George  Endicott  owned  the  property  in  the  1960’s  and  today  it  is 
privately  owned  by  Chris  and  Marcia  Warrington.  Activities  are 
planned  there  to  celebrate  the  275th  celebration,  including  a fancy 
Ball  to  remind  us  all  of  the  splendid  history  of  this  dwelling. 


Cemeteries 


The  Old  Burial  Ground 

Due  to  the  rigors  of  the  life  of  the  settlers  of  Rutland,  one 
of  their  first  concerns  was  a cemetery  plot.  The  five  acres  very 
near  their  meeting  house  was  “laid  out”  June  7,  1717  and  hundreds 
of  our  early  residents  are  buried  here.  This  cemetery,  which  is  in 
the  town  center  to  the  rear  of  the  “old”  fire  station,  was  used  until 
the  mid  1850’s  and  contains  many  interesting  headstones. 
Unfortunately,  the  ravages  of  time,  weather  and  neglect  have  taken 
their  toll  on  this  hallowed  and  historic  ground.  Serious  thought 
must  be  given  to  what  will  be  required  to  maintain  and  preserve  the 
resting  place  of  these  brave  pioneers. 

Goose  Hill 

This  resting  place  is  located  on  Chamock  Hill  Road  in  an 
area  that  was  called  New  Boston.  This  was  a populated  area  due  to 
the  mills  and  homes  built  along  the  Ware  River.  It  is  situated  on  a 
little  knoll  by  the  side  of  the  road  and  contains  family  names  of  its 
neighbors  such  as  Strong,  Roper,  Wheeler  and  Chickering. 
Interments  began  as  early  as  1812  and  continued  through  the  first 
half  of  this  century. 


West  Rutland 

This  small  cemetery  is  tucked  away  off  the  Barre  Paxton 
Road  very  near  to  Long  Pond.  The  family  plots  were  owned  by 
those  living  in  West  Rutland  which  was  a thriving  community  until 
the  1930’s  when  the  State  removed  the  homes  and  businesses  for 
water  supply  purposes.  Burials  began  in  the  early  1800’s  and 
continue,  even  now,  as  family  members  who  own  plots  return  to  be 
buried  with  their  ancestors.  The  town  of  Rutland  is  now 
responsible  for  the  cemetery.  Old  West  Rutland  names  recall  a past 
with  only  headstones  to  remind  us  of  families  such  as  Childs, 
Pierce,  Quimby  and  Taylors. 

Rural  Cemetery 

Rural  Cemetery  was  established  in  1842  and  is  operated  by 
the  Rural  Cemetery  Association,  Inc.  Located  on  Main  Street,  at 
the  foot  of  “Pound  Hill”,  this  is  where  our  Rutland  residents  and 
those  who  return  to  their  family  plots  are  currently  buried.  Many 
prominent  Rutland  names  can  be  seen  on  the  myriad  of  headstones 
with  epitaphs  that  tell  us  something  of  their  lives.  May  they  rest  in 
peace. 


Prison  Camp 

A narrow  road  running  beside  the  Goose  Hill  cemetery 
leads  to  a recently  renovated  cemetery  containing  the  remains  of 
59  prisoners  from  the  nearby  State  Prison  Camp.  The  camp 
operated  from  1904  to  1934.  The  town  of  Rutland  voted  to  grant 
permission  to  the  Prison  Camp  and  Hospital  to  establish  a 
cemetery  for  the  inmates  and  the  burials  took  place  from  1910  to 
1933.  The  area  was  neglected  and  the  iron  crosses  which,  by 
number,  identified  the  gravesites  were  removed  over  time.  An 
Eagle  Scout  project  in  1995,  initiated  by  Michael  Gordon,  inspired 
a clean-up,  fencing,  assistance  from  the  State  MDC-  owner  of  the 
cemetery,  a large  stone  marker  donated  by  CAPA  Corporation  and 
an  appropriate  plaque.  There  are  four  veterans  buried  there  and  the 
area  is  now  being  maintained  by  the  MDC. 


Private  Burial  Plots 

We  will  never  know  how  many  of  Rutland’s  citizens  were 
buried  on  their  farms  to  be  close  to  the  land  they  worked  so  hard  to 
farm  and  maintain.  Several  identified  family  plots  are  the  Smith 
burial  site  near  the  comer  of  Wachusett  Street  and  East  County 
Road.  The  Smiths  were  residents  in  the  area  from  early  days. 
Another  is  located  on  Prospect  Street  off  Pleasantdale  Road  and 
contains  the  names  of  a Putnam  family. 

Old  deeds  and  wills  sometimes  reveal  a burying  place,  such 
as  Daniel  Read  and  son  buried  on  Wood  Hill  near  the  Paxton  line 
and  an  early  Watson  family  member  on  the  farm  on  Main  Street,  to 
name  a few. 


The  Central  Tree 

In  the  early  days  of  the  town,  County  roads  and  turnpikes 
were  being  proposed  and  surveyors  discovered  that  Rutland 
occupied  the  exact  geographical  center  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.  This  spot  was  on  a section  of  the  Hardwick 
Turnpike  which  ran  from  Amherst  through  Rutland  to  Worcester 
and  Shrewsbury  to  the  Boston  Post  Road. 

An  elm  tree  grew  at  this  location  and  became  known  as 
“The  Central  Elm”.  The  street  was  also  named  for  Rutland’s  claim 
to  fame.  In  1966,  the  Selectmen  ordered  the  tree  removed  since  it 
had  become  diseased.  During  the  celebration  of  the  250th 
anniversary  of  the  town,  a sycamore  tree  was  planted  in  a 
ceremony  held  at  the  site.  This  tree  died  soon  after  and  was 
replaced  by  a red  maple  which  is  standing  proudly  today  to  remind 
us  that  when  people  ask  us  where  we  live,  we  can  reply  without 
hesitation,  “I  live  at  the  exact  center  of  Massachusetts.” 


Inns 


Taverns 


Hotels 


Public  Houses  or  taverns  played  a very  important  role  in 
colonial  times.  Usually,  the  keeper  of  these  establishments  was  an 
influential  person  in  the  community  and  very  knowledgeable  of 
current  events  since  there  were  few  newspapers  for  the  sharing  of 
information.  Plans  for  establishing  the  Town  of  Rutland  were  made 
in  a Boston  Tavem-the  Green  Dragon.  Later,  those  planning  to 
settle  the  Northwest  Territory  made  many  plans  at  the  Bunch  of 
Grapes  Tavern  in  Boston  and  then  Rufus  Putnam  set  off  from 
Rutland  to  carry  out  those  plans. 

In  Rutland,  Samuel  Wright  was  the  keeper  of  Rutland’s  first 
public  house  built  at  the  inception  of  the  Town.  This  building  was 
directly  across  the  ten  rod  road  from  the  meeting  house  located 
very  near  to  the  entrance  of  the  Naquag  School.  The  first  meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  was  held  July  12,  1721  at  Samuel  Wright’s  house 
and  then  adjourned  to  the  meeting  house. 

He  was  Town  Clerk,  a Selectmen,  Assessor  and  history  tells 
us  that  many  town  meetings  would  adjourn  for  brief  respites  at  his 
establishment.  We  can  only  assume  that  political  strategies  were 
planned  with  perhaps  a libation  of  “strong  water”  to  aid  their 
deliberations.  Samuel  Wright  maintained  this  business  until  his 
death  in  1740.  The  building  was  tom  down  prior  to  the  Revolution. 

The  Old  Tavern 

Reverend  Joseph  Willard  was  chosen  as  the  first  minister 
for  “The  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Rutland”.  A residence  for  him 
was  built  very  near  the  site  of  the  present  Community  Hall.  He  met 
with  a tragic  death  in  1723.  Isaac  Stone,  in  1762,  built  an  addition 
on  the  westerly  side  of  this  parsonage  and  this  remained  a 
prominent  center  of  activity  for  over  150  years.  This  tavern  was  a 
half-way  house  for  travelers  from  Boston  to  Northampton.  It  was 
purchased  in  1879  by  C.  R.  Bartlett  and  part  of  the  old  tavern  was 
moved  across  the  street  to  become  the  front  of  the  house  of  Peter 
O’Connor  next  to  the  gas  station. 


The  Old  Tavern 


Muschopauge  House  - Hotel  Bartlett 

The  Muschopauge  House  was  built  by  Charles  Bartlett  and 
Lorenzo  Spaulding  in  1883  on  the  site  of  the  Old  Tavern.  For 
almost  50  years,  this  hotel  was  a grand  attraction  in  the  town.  One 
of  Charles  Bartlett’s  sons  was  an  architect  and  expanded  the  hotel  a 
number  of  times  adding  to  its  grandeur.  Lorenzo  Spaulding  sold  his 
interest  in  the  hotel  to  Mr.  Bartlett  in  1897  and  built  the  “Spaulding 
House”  next  door,  connected  to  the  Muschopauge  House  by  a 
boardwalk  and  served  as  an  annex  to  the  larger  hotel.  After  a few 
years,  the  name  was  changed  from  Muschopauge  House  to  the 
Bartlett  Hotel  to  eliminate  any  confusion  with  the  Muschopauge 
Railroad  Station  which  was  in  the  easterly  part  of  Rutland  and  was 
the  station  for  the  State  Tuberculosis  San. 

The  hotel  had  more  than  100  guest  rooms  and  many 
enjoyed  festive  dinners  in  the  dining  room.  In  the  summer, 
excursions  were  planned  for  guests  to  Mt.  Wachusett  and  other 
nearby  attractions  and  in  the  winter,  guests  enjoyed  tobogganing 
from  a slide  on  the  back  of  the  hotel  onto  what  is  presently  the 
town’s  ballfield.  Charles  Bartlett  was  a prominent  businessman 
and  active  participant  in  the  life  of  Rutland.  Following  his  death  in 
1915,  the  hotel  continued  to  be  managed  until  the  property  was 
sold  to  the  Town  in  1929. 


Charles  Bartlett’s  2nd  son,  Fredrick  R.  Bartlett  was  the 
architect  who  designed  the  present  Community  Hall  on  the  site  of 
the  hotel. 


Other  Inns 

During  the  first  200  years  of  Rutland’s  history,  there  were 
many  inns  established  for  the  convenience  of  travelers  on 
horseback  or  stagecoach  passing  through  and  needing  rest  and 
refreshment.  Some  were  in  existence  for  a brief  time  while  others, 
like  the  “Old  Tavern”  were  Rutland  landmarks. 

Noteworthy  sites  are:  Davis  Street  - Originally  built  by  Lt. 
Jason  Read  and  kept  for  many  years  as  the  Read  Tavern.  It  was 
used  as  a stopover  for  those  traveling  between  Boston  and  Keene. 
It  later  was  owned  and  operated  as  a farm  by  William  Davis  and 
his  heirs  for  more  than  100  years. 

Another  house  still  existing  in  Rutland  that  bears  many  of 
the  marks  that  would  indicate  it  was  used  as  an  inn  is  at  the  comer 
of  Wachusett  Street  and  East  County  Road  and  was  owned  by  the 
Smith  family  for  more  than  200  years. 

William  Henry  kept  a tavern  on  Barrack  Hill  Road  for 
many  years.  There  were  several  King  Taverns.  One  was  at  the 
comer  of  Glenwood  and  Main  Street  owned  by  Daniel  King  and 
the  other  at  Edson  Avenue  and  Main  Street  and  operated  in 


Rutland’s  early  days  by  Ebenezer  King  and  his  son. 

Recently,  inns  have  again  caught  the  attention  of  the 
traveler,  now  driving  an  automobile.  Many  of  these  are  called 
“Bed  and  Breakfast”  stopovers.  At  present,  there  is  such  a 
“modem  day”  operation  in  Rutland  at  the  Rufus  Putnam  House, 
built  1765,  and  owned  today  by  Chris  and  Marcia  Warrington. 


Schools 


In  the  original  grant  to  the  settlers,  the  General  Court  made 
provisions  for  land  to  be  set  aside  for  school  purposes.  However,  it 
would  not  be  safe  for  children  to  travel  to  any  school  for  the  first 
20  years  of  the  settlement.  The  parents  were  concerned  about  the 
Indians  and,  especially,  the  wild  animals  who  were  being  displaced 
from  their  habitat. 


Early  Schools 

By  1733,  Rutland  was  settled  enough  to  vote  in  a 
committee  to  hire  a school  master.  The  town  meeting  instructed 
the  committee  to  get  the  “best  and  cheapest”  they  could  get.  The 
school  was  to  be  kept  two  thirds  of  the  time  in  the  town  center  at 
Col.  Hatches’  house  and  one  third  of  the  time  in  West  Rutland  by 
Mr.  Whitaker.  Thus,  public  education  began. 

In  1734,  two  school  houses  were  built  and  during  the  next 
50  years,  as  the  outlying  areas  of  Rutland  were  settled,  more 
buildings  were  erected.  In  1786,  a committee  was  appointed  with 
General  Rufus  Putnam  as  Chairman.  They  plotted  out  a district 
school  system  into  eight  schools.  There  were  179  heads  of 
families  in  the  town  at  that  time  and  each  school  ranged  from 
seventeen  to  thirty  seven  families. 

School  operated  in  different  sessions,  usually  Winter  and 
Summer  and  often  with  different  teachers.  The  teachers  were 
required  to  shovel  the  path  to  the  school,  start  the  fire,  often 
provide  the  firewood,  quite  often  as  part  of  their  teaching  contract 
with  no  additional  stipend. 


The  Red  School 


The  district  system  worked  well  until  the  late  1800’s.  At 
that  time,  the  Red  School  was  built  in  the  center  of  town  and 
dedicated  in  1899.  The  building  included  Town  offices,  meeting 
hall  and  the  library.  The  North  Rutland  school  was  used  until  1928 
and  the  last  of  the  outlying  schools  was  West  Rutland  which 
operated  until  the  late  1930’s.  The  town’s  7th  and  8th  graders  were 
transported  there  until  the  State  took  over  the  area  for  watershed 
purposes. 

The  closing  of  the  West  Rutland  school,  plus  a growing 
population,  created  the  need  for  more  classroom  space.  A small, 
two  room  building  behind  the  Red  School  was  completed  in  1939 
and  housed  the  first  and  second  grades.  An  addition  was  added  in 
1954.  The  Red  School  originally  had  six  classrooms  and  an 
addition  was  added  in  1910.  When  the  library  and  town  offices 
moved  to  the  new  Community  Hall  in  1939,  more  school  space 
was  then  available. 


Rutland  operated  its  own  high  school  in  the  Red  School 
from  1894  until  1954  when  the  Wachusett  Regional  High  School 
was  built.  Edmund  Kelsey  was  the  last  principal  of  Rutland  High. 


Naquag  School  And  Regionalization 

The  “Old  Red  School”  was  tom  down  after  the  students 
crossed  the  street  to  the  shiny  new  building  completed  in  1965  and 
called  the  Naquag  School.  An  addition  was  built  in  1974. 

In  1993,  the  town  of  Rutland  voted  in  favor  of 
regionalization  for  grades  Kindergarten  through  grade  8.  Rutland 
joined  the  towns  of  Holden,  Paxton,  Princeton  and  Sterling  to  form 
a Regional  School  District. 

The  voters  have  recently  approved  10.5  million  dollars  for 
a new  middle  school  to  be  built  on  land  in  the  rear  of  the  present 
Naquag  School,  hopefully  by  the  Fall  of  1998.  Also  approved  is  a 
3 million  dollar  renovation  project  for  Naquag.  Hopefully,  these 
steps  will  alleviate  the  severe  overcrowding  experienced  at  present. 


The  First  Congregational  Church 


The  Puritan  Colonists  who  formed  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  established  Congregational  Churches  throughout 
Massachusetts;  parishes  with  a meeting  house  where  all  business, 
church  and  civil,  was  transacted.  A committee  of  Rutland 
Proprietors  held  a meeting  on  June  7,  1720  to  establish  a location 
of  the  Meeting  House  and  then  selected  their  lots  for  their  own 
homes.  It  was  decided  to  place  the  building  in  the  southeast  comer 
of  the  Old  Burying  Ground  and  the  Meeting  House  was  completed 
the  following  year.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Willard  was  chosen  as  the  first 
minister  but  he  was  never  installed,  having  been  killed  by  the 
Indians  on  August  14,1723.  A second  Meeting  House  was  built  in 
front  of  the  first  in  1759.  This  church  burned  as  did  the  next  two. 
The  present  building  was  built  in  1927  after  great  efforts  from  the 
church  members  and  friends  in  the  town  following  a devastating 
fire. 

The  Congregational  Church  has  continued  to  serve  the 
town  as  a place  of  spiritual  renewal  and  community  service.  In  the 
last  twenty  five  years  it  has  had  a major  kitchen  renovation 
allowing  the  church  committees  and  town  organizations  to  put  on 
suppers  and  special  events  more  efficiently.  With  the  installation  of 
an  elevator  and  changes  to  the  back  entrance,  the  church  building 
is  now  handicapped  accessible.  In  1996  through  a Capital  Fund 
Campaign  the  church  purchased  a new  tracker  pipe  organ  and  built 
an  addition  to  the  west  of  the  main  building. 

Ecumenism  is  thriving  between  St.  Patrick’s  Church 
and  the  Congregational  Church  with  several  shared  worship 
services  a year,  a blessing  of  the  palms  at  Easter  and  a food  pantry 
shared  by  the  two  churches  to  serve  the  needs  of  those  in  our 
community  experiencing  difficult  times.  Many  organizations  such 
as  the  Rutland  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts,  Lions  Club  and  AA  groups, 
SHARE  and  W.I.C.  program  use  the  church  facility  as  a meeting 
place.  From  its  early  beginnings  in  1723  to  the  present  time  the 
church  continues  to  be  a valuable  resource  for  the  community  of 
Rutland. 


St.  Patrick’s  Church 


The  first  Catholic  families  in  Rutland  had  no  church 
building  and  would  travel  to  Worcester  on  Sundays  to  attend  Mass. 
In  1861,  the  first  celebration  of  the  Eucharist  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Daniel  Spooner  in  West  Rutland.  Home  Masses  continued  for  6 
years  attended  by  the  founding  families  such  as  those  of  Timothy 
Hunt,  Patrick  Delehanty,  Richard  Campion,  Dennis  O’ Herron, 
Dennis  Leary,  Thomas  Lawless,  Thomas  Welsh,  and  Michael 
Cullen. 

On  March  4,  1867,  the  Catholic  Bishop  purchased  over 
twenty  acres  with  a house  for  $590  at  the  comer  of  the  Barre- 
Paxton  Road  and  Irish  Lane.  The  house  was  refurbished  by  the 
parishioners  and  used  for  fifteen  years  by  the  Catholic  community. 
A shrine  was  built  in  1962  by  Bill  Oliver  and  John  Griffin, 
descendants  of  two  of  the  founding  families,  to  mark  the  site  of 
this  first  church. 

The  next  Catholic  church  was  located  on  Main  Street 
opposite  the  Town  common  and  was  purchased  in  1882  for  $400. 
This  former  Methodist  Church  was  built  in  1844  and  used  by  the 
Methodists  for  a number  of  years.  It  later  was  used  as  a harness 
shop  and  a boot  shop  and  required  extensive  renovations.  The 
church  was  dedicated  to  St.  Patrick  on  October  1,  1882,  but 
remained  a mission  parish.  Priests  would  travel  first  from 
Worcester,  then  from  St.  Mary’s  in  Holden  to  say  Mass.  In  1938, 
St.  Patrick’s  became  a canonically  independent  parish  with  its  own 
priest. 

As  the  Town  of  Rutland  grew,  so  did  the  parish  and  plans 
formed  in  1957  to  raise  money  for  a new  church  building.  On 
March  17,  1958  the  first  Mass  was  celebrated  in  the  new  church 
located  at  the  comer  of  Main  Street  and  Pommogussett  Road.  The 
old  church  was  sold  to  the  Town  of  Rutland  and  the  town 
demolished  the  building  in  1960. 

The  parish  today,  in  1997,  faces  the  same  challenges  as  our 
predecessors.  New  families  are  being  welcomed  weekly.  We  also 
serve  Hubbardston  and  Oakham  and  our  church  building  is 
bursting  at  the  seams.  A building  committee  is  presently 
attempting  to  work  out  solutions. 


St.  Patricks  Church 


Stores 


The  store  in  Rutland  where  we  can  buy  pizza  at  this  time 
has  a long  history  of  serving  the  needs  of  the  townspeople.  For 
more  than  200  years,  there  has  been  a store  at  this  location.  In 
1788,  John  Frink  was  a storekeeper  here  and  for  a time  when  Dr. 
George  Estabrook  was  the  Postmaster  from  1839  to  1846,  he 
owned  the  building  and  carried  on  the  storekeeping  and  running 
the  post  office.  It  was  known  as  D.S.  Thurston’s  in  the  late  1800’s. 
This  was  a typical  general  store  where  local  produce  was  delivered 
to  be  sold,  where  people  caught  up  on  the  news  of  the  day  and  the 
political  scene.  You  could  buy  tools,  clothing,  shoes,  just  about 
any  items  needed  for  life  in  rural  Rutland. 

Downing  and  Taylor,  wholesale  grocers,  bought  the  store  in 
1915  and  it  was  later  bought  by  local  resident  Clarence  Griffin. 

His  widow,  Nellie  carried  on  after  his  death  and  the  last  caretaker 
of  the  general  store  was  Jack  Collins,  the  local  Chief  of  Police. 
Criminal  activities  and  grocery  delivery  were  handled  by  the  Chief 
and  his  assistants. 

It  now  serves  the  current  tastes  for  pizzas  and  grinders,  but 
is  still  recognizable  as  “The  General  Store.” 

The  block  on  Maple  Avenue  from  Main  Street  to  the  Post 
Office  has  a long  history  of  stores  with  names  from  H.E.  Bush 
(presently  the  Rutland  Pharmacy),  Bigelow’s  Red  and  White 
Market,  and  Erwin  Reed’s  market  next  to  the  eating  establishment 
at  the  comer.  This  was  known  at  one  time  as  Dave’s  Canteen, 


operated  by  David  Hanff  where  his  father,  Louie  Hanff,  Town 
Clerk,  oftentimes  would  do  the  cooking.  Later,  it  was  John 
Linnane’s  soda  fountain  and  a popular  spot  to  meet.  Presently  at 
Toula’s,  formerly  the  Our  Thyme  Restaurant,  table  No.  3 is 
reserved  early  mornings  for  political  analyzing  and  the  “news”,  but 
must  be  vacated  by  the  “boys”  when  the  “girls”  arrive  at  9: 15  for 
their  coffee  and  “news”  - reminiscent  of  the  general  store?  The 
more  things  change,  the  more  they  stay  the  same. 


Mr.  Bulfinch  also  ran  a market  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Maple  Avenue  and  Henry  Converse  operated  a store  on  Main 
Street  in  the  center  of  town.  This  building  still  stands  and  served 
as  a general  store  and  post  office,  as  well  as  other  enterprises  over 
the  years. 

To  serve  the  outlying  residents,  North  Rutland  also  had  a 
Red  & White  store  operated  by  Clarence  Bigelow,  formerly  by  Mr. 
Codding.  West  Rutland  boasted  its  own  general  store  in  the  mid 
1800’s.  Josiah  Pierce  sold  all  manner  of  goods,  including  baskets 
manufactured  nearby,  as  well  as  dry  goods,  meat,  farm  tools  and 
other  necessities  in  “The  Pierce  Stores.” 

The  easterly  side  of  Rutland  has  a large  hardware  store  and 
the  more  modem  enterprises  for  our  needs  - a convenience  store 
for  quick  groceries  which  includes  a doughnut  and  taco  shop.  Next 
door  is  a deli  - all  to  assist  us  in  our  fast  paced  life  style.  Other 
quick  stops  are  in  West  Rutland  - “Mags  and  Rags”  and  a North 
Rutland  coffee  and  variety  store  for  the  convenience  of  those 
passing  in  that  direction. 


The  Finnish  Community 


Beginning  in  1911  with  the  arrival  of  the  Heiniluomas, 
Taipales,  and  Harris,  Rutland  became  the  home  to  a large  number 
of  Finnish  immigrant  families.  They  bought  the  available  farms 
with  money  the  men  earned  in  Worcester’s  mills  and  factories,  and 
the  women  earned  as  domestics  in  Worcester’s  homes,  hospitals, 
and  schools.  Other  families  coming  soon  after  were  the  Mattsons, 
Luukkos,  Liimatainens,  Salos,  Hagmans,  Ketonens,  Tarkiainens, 
Hautios,  Kangases,  Moisios,  Punkaris,  Ketelas,  Luomas, 

Makinens,  Hendricks,  Niemis,  Putkistos,  and  Rantas.  Later  came 
the  Helles,  Obys,  Wibacks,  Jokis,  Anttilas,  Terios,  Annalas, 

Raskus,  Laines,  and  others. 

Unlike  many  other  Finnish  communities  in  towns  north  of 
Rutland,  the  local  Finns  did  not  create  a formal  co-operative  to 
market  their  products  and  purchase  their  necessities.  They  did, 
though,  assist  one  another  however  possible.  Haying,  com  cutting, 
and  various  other  chores  were  done  with  help  from  one  another  as 
well  as  friends  and  relatives  from  Worcester. 

Most  of  the  farmers  started  with  small  herds,  gradually 
increasing  as  the  farms  expanded  to  support  larger  herds  and  other 
sidelines.  Two  of  the  farms  grew  to  the  point  where  they  were  able 
to  bottle  their  own  milk.  Hendrick’s  Laurel  Hill  Dairy  on 
Glenwood  Road  and  Heiniluoma’s  Rutland  Dairy  on  Maple 
Avenue  delivered  milk  in  Rutland,  Holden,  and  Worcester. 


As  the  years  went  by,  poultry  farms  became  popular.  Soon 
the  Finnish  poultry  farms  were  supplying  eggs  for  the  local  market 
as  well  as  sending  thousands  of  dozens  of  eggs  each  to  the  Boston 
and  New  York  markets. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  the  success  of  the  farms  was  the 
farm  wives.  Besides  raising  their  families  and  keeping  their 
houses  spotless,  they  maintained  the  gardens,  milked  the  cows,  and 
kept  the  hens.  Many  of  these  women  ran  the  farm  themselves 
while  the  husbands  worked  away  from  home.  These  women, 
recognizable  by  their  ever  present  white  kerchiefs,  still  found  time 
to  keep  the  sauna  hot,  bake  coffee  bread,  and  keep  the  coffee  pot 
filled  for  their  families  and  friends. 

Other  Finns  followed  to  Rutland,  some  to  the  farms,  but 
many  found  work  as  carpenters  or  masons  or  as  employees  in  one 
of  Rutland’s  hospitals.  Many  of  the  homes  in  town  were  built  by 
these  later  immigrants. 

Like  the  farmers,  most  of  these  newcomers  soon  built 
saunas  near  their  homes.  Though  saunas  are  only  recently 
enjoying  widespread  popularity  in  this  country,  Rutland  with  her 
Finnish  population  has  had  at  least  forty  of  them.  Some  of  these 
have  been  here  for  over  seventy  years. 

Many  of  the  Finns  in  town  were  members  of  the  Finnish 
Temperance  Society  Sovittaja  in  Worcester.  The  Temperance 
movement,  popular  in  Finland  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  was 
brought  to  this  country  and  activated  wherever  the  Finns  settled. 

In  1926  the  Worcester  group  bought  8 acres  of  land  with  500'  of 
water  frontage  on  Demond  Pond  from  the  Hautio  farm  (the  present 
Morrow  farm).  By  1927  the  dance  hall,  built  entirely  by  volunteer 
labor,  was  ready  for  use.  Members  built  camps  and  saunas  in  the 
area  and  Sovittaja  Park  came  into  existence. 


The  park  itself  with  its  40'  by  50'  maple  dance  floor  and 
stage,  kitchen  facilities,  picnic  grove,  ballfield,  and  running  track 
has  been  an  active  place  over  the  years.  Dances  were  held  twice  a 
week  in  the  summer,  picnics  and  track  meets  were  held  frequently, 
and  birthday  and  anniversary  parties  held  almost  constantly.  The 
traditional  Finnish  “Juhannus”  or  mid-summer  celebration  has 
been  held  annually  on  the  longest  day  of  the  year. 

The  park  continues  to  be  popular  today,  maintained  and 
enjoyed  by  new  generations  of  Finnish  Americans  and  friends. 
Dances  are  still  held  on  Saturday  nights  in  the  summer,  as  well  as 
parties,  dinners,  and  frequent  celebrations.  In  1969  the  group  sold 
its  Worcester  hall  to  Prospect  House.  Consequently,  the  park  is 
now  used  from  spring  through  fall  with  winter  activities  held  in 
surrounding  towns  and  Community  Hall.  Many  of  the  thirty 
camps  and  eleven  saunas  are  still  owned  by  the  original  builder  or 
their  families,  and  are  enjoyed  thoroughly  each  summer.  The 
saunas  are  as  popular  as  ever,  especially  those  on  the  shore. 

Most  of  the  early  Finns  are  gone  now,  but  many  of  the 
descendants  are  still  in  town.  Many  second,  third,  and  fourth 
generations  Finnish  Americans,  proud  of  both  heritages,  remain  in 
Rutland  or  enjoy  their  summers  here. 

The  Holbrook  Property 
141  Main  Street 

The  Holbrook  property  includes  approximately  77  acres  of 
land  with  over  1000  feet  of  frontage  on  Main  Street  less  than  1/2 
mile  easterly  from  the  Town  Center. 

Some  of  the  owners  of  the  property  since  1804  have  been 
Sewall  Mirick  (1804-1834)  and  Warren  and  Eunice  Estabrook 
Flagg.  (1834-1855)  The  farm  became  known  as  the  “Flagg 
Homestead”.  Oliver  Fairbanks  became  the  owner  of  the  farm 
during  the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  enlarged  his 
holdings  during  this  time. 

Eldora  Sanderson  was  the  widowed  daughter  of  Oliver 
Fairbanks  and  she  continued  to  farm  the  property  until  1909. 

There  is  a small  stone  quarry  located  on  Pound  Hill  southeast  of 
the  farm  house  and  it  could  be  concluded  that  this  would  be  the 


time  it  was  in  operation  as  pneumatic  drill  holes  found  at  the  site 
were  made  from  tools  in  use  at  the  time. 


Anthony  Holbrook,  grandfather  of  the  late  Alma  Holbrook, 
purchased  the  farm  in  1909  and  continued  to  farm  with  his  two 
sons.  Until  her  death,  Alma  Holbrook,  his  daughter,  could  be  seen 
working  to  clear  brush  and  made  a colorful  sight  in  her  denim 
overalls  and  straw  hat. 

Alma  died  suddenly  in  1991  and  did  not  leave  a will.  The 
property  was  inherited  by  her  three  nieces.  One  of  the  nieces, 
Barbara  Phillips,  made  a gift  of  her  share  of  the  property  to  The 
Trustees  of  Reservations  since  her  aunt  had  left  a number  of 
written  statements  regarding  her  wish  to  preserve  the  property  and 
that  it  not  be  developed.  While  the  statements  were  not  legally 
binding,  her  wishes  were  clearly  expressed.  The  other  nieces  sold 
their  interests  to  local  developer  Clealand  Blair. 

The  Trustees  of  Reservations  is  a member- supported, 
nonprofit  conservation  organization  dedicated  to  preserving  for 
public  use  and  enjoyment  properties  totaling  over  20,000  acres  of 
exceptional  scenic,  historic  and  ecological  value  across 
Massachusetts  and  to  protecting  special  places  across  the  state. 
They  have  held  work  “parties”  at  this  site  to  clear  and  prune  and  to 
preserve  the  property  for  our  enjoyment  for  the  time  being. 


166  Main  Street 


This  house  built  on  house  lot  No.  13  was  built  and  lived  in 
by  Simon  Davis,  Jr.  (1713-1754).  His  widow,  Hannah,  lived  there 
until  she  died  of  small  pox  in  1760.  William  Smith  (1720-1772) 
purchased  the  farm  in  1765  and  in  1790,  William  Smith’s  heirs 
sold  to  John  Watson.  A tannery  and  currying  business  was  carried 
on  at  this  property  for  many  years  by  owners  John  Watson  and  his 
son  Samuel.  Eunice  Watson,  wife  of  Samuel  died  there  in  1857  at 
age  96. 

The  property  had  been  sold  in  1851  to  Nathaniel 
Armington.  Subsequent  owners  were  Edward  Viner,  Stanley 
Busch,  Roland  and  Cecile  Gagnon  and  the  present  owners  James 
and  Janet  Leger  who  bought  the  house  and  63  acres  in  1983.  They 
sold  the  land  known  as  Watson  Estates  to  C&S  Builders  and  39 
houses  occupy  the  site  of  the  farm. 


216  Main  Street 


This  is  one  of  the  houses  on  Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  14  laid 
out  for  Malcolm  Hendry  and  John  Clark.  This  dwelling  was  home 
to  a number  of  the  town’s  doctors,  perhaps  due  to  its  central 
location.  It  was  occupied  by  Dr.  Benjamin  H.  Tripp.  Dr.  Tripp 
practiced  in  Rutland  from  1849  to  1873  and  was  also  on  the 
committee  to  bring  the  railroad  to  Rutland.  Dr.  Shannon  lived  here 
in  1884. 

Mrs.  Persis  Munroe,  widow  of  James  L.  Munroe  resided 
here  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  Later,  it  was  owned  by  Mrs.  Aber 
who  operated  a rest  home  named  Monadnock  Lodge,  undoubtedly 
because  of  its  beautiful  view,  at  that  time,  of  Mt.  Monadnock.  The 
interior  has  recently  been  extensively  renovated  by  Bill  and  Ellen 
Senecal,  the  present  owners. 


228  Main  Street 


Dr.  Hezekiah  Fletcher  came  to  Rutland  in  1726  and  his 
home  was  another  on  Proprietors’  Lot  14.  This  home  was  50  rods 
east  of  the  meeting  house  and  Hezekiah  and  his  son,  Dr.  Alpheus 
Fletcher,  who  succeeded  his  father,  lived  here  and  served  as  the 
Town’s  doctors.  By  1788,  it  was  known  as  the  Joseph  King  House. 

For  many  years,  the  farm  was  known  as  the  Prouty  Farm. 
Schuyler  Prouty  married  a daughter  of  Dr.  Tripp  who  also  was  an 
owner  of  the  property  and  thus  the  Proutys  farmed  the  land  here  for 
several  generations.  Edward  lived  here  in  the  early  1900 ’s.  It  then 
passed  to  Herbert  Prouty  and  his  family. 

Prouty  Lane  was  an  early  main  road  which  connected  to  the 
road  leading  north.  Presently,  it  is  known  as  Rolling  Ridge  Estates 
and  multiple  homes  are  being  built  there  by  C.B.  Blair  Builders. 
The  home  is  presently  owned  by  Brian  and  Paula  Stidsen. 


255  Main  Street 


This  Greek  Revival  house  is  one  of  the  homes  on 
Proprietor’s  Lot  No.  4 laid  out  to  Capt.  Jacob  Stevens. 

In  1870,  the  property  was  owned  by  J.  Warren  Bigelow,  a 
prominent  native  of  Rutland  born  in  1808.  He  held  many 
prominent  town  offices,  was  a member  of  the  School  Committee 
more  than  20  years,  and  served  for  15  years  as  a County 
Commissioner.  In  1898,  the  property  passed  to  his  daughter 
Avaline  Bigelow. 

For  many  years  this  house  was  used  as  Rutland’s  telephone 
office.  Five  operators  manning  the  switchboard  kept  an  eye  on  the 
comings  and  goings  in  the  town  from  their  post  at  the  second  floor 
front  windows.  This  was  very  convenient  for  those  who  would 
“ring  them  up”  and  ask  them  to  reach  a certain  Rutland  party. 

They  might  be  told  that  the  party  was  “at  the  church  supper”,  or 
“away  for  a few  days”,  a much  more  personal  approach  than  we 
encounter  today.  The  operators  were  no  longer  needed  when 
Rutland’s  phones  were  converted  to  the  dial  system  in  the  1950’s. 

The  home  for  many  years  was  owned  by  Thomas  Sergent. 
The  present  owner  is  Dr.  Dennis  Cohen  and  it  has  four  apartments. 


390  Main  Street 


This  house  is  situated  on  the  Proprietors’  Lot  called  School 
Lot  No.  63.  It  is  located  at  the  comer  of  Chamock  Hill  Road  and 
the  abutter  on  the  east  was  Lot  No.  2 owned  by  John  Murray, 
Rufus  Putnam  and  Benjamin  Mead. 

The  farm  is  known  as  the  King  farm  since  it  was  occupied 
by  the  King  family  for  well  over  a century.  The  first  was  Samuel 
King  who  came  to  Rutland  from  Wrentham  and  married  Persis 
Estabrook  in  1799.  He  and  his  sons  ran  the  farm  where  a 
blacksmith  shop  was  also  located. 

One  of  the  sons,  Horace  King  was  bom  in  Rutland,  but  left 
at  17  and  became  a very  successful  businessman  in  Boston,  being 
the  pioneer  of  the  rapid  transit  system.  He  returned  to  Rutland  in 
1837  and  married  Catherine  Mead,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Mead 
who  lived  next  door  to  his  farm. 

They  then  returned  to  Roxbury  where  they  lived  until  he 
returned  to  Rutland  in  1857.  He  lived  on  the  farm  until  his  death  in 
1903  at  age  96.  His  unmarried  sisters  lived  here  until  1906.  Mary 
King  took  care  of  her  parents  until  their  death  and  Persis  King 
retired  to  Rutland  following  a distinguished  teaching  career.  The 
property  was  later  owned  by  Chauncey  and  Kate  Darrah  and  then 
the  Wales  family.  It  has  been  owned  since  1949  by  Warren  and 
Dorothy  Erickson. 


Transportation 


The  first  order  of  business  for  the  founding  fathers  was  to 
build  roads,  either  4 rods  or  10  rods  wide  to  transport  themselves, 
their  building  materials  and  many  of  their  necessities.  Horses  and 
carts  were  used  for  transportation  for  several  hundred  years. 


Stage  coach  travel  began  before  the  Revolution  and  carried 
passengers,  baggage  and  mail.  Inns  were  set  up  in  the  towns  for 
resting  horses,  drivers  and  passengers  and  Rutland  had  a number  of 
such  layovers  or  stopping  places.  Route  68  was  a major  road  to 
Keene,  New  Hampshire  and  was  well  traveled  as  a stagecoach 
route. 

When  Rufus  Putnam  moved  his  family  to  Ohio  in  1790, 
they  were  in  covered  wagons  pulled  by  teams  of  oxen. 

Railroad  service  through  Rutland  began  June  27,  1887. 

The  Muschopauge  station  was  near  East  County  Road  and 
Wachusett  Street  and  was  used  for  patients  and  visitors  to  the 
Rutland  State  Sanatorium  when  it  opened  in  1898.  The  station 
nearest  to  the  center  of  Rutland  was  on  Depot  Road,  off  Miles 
Road.  The  third  station  was  in  West  Rutland  with  its  mills  and  the 
Rutland  Prison  Camp.  Railroad  service  ceased  in  the  late  1930’s, 
particularly  following  the  1938  hurricane  when  so  many  tracks 
were  washed  out. 


A livery  stable  provided  railroad  pick-up  for  the  delivery  of 
mail  from  the  train  to  the  post  office,  as  well  as  passenger 
transportation.  They  also  met  the  trolley  cars  in  Jefferson  for 
Rutland  bound  passengers  arriving  from  Worcester  by  way  of  the 
trolley  cars.  The  passengers  got  off  at  the  Eagle  Lake  House 
(presently  Jefferson  Village  House). 

In  the  early  1930’s,  the  Prescott  bus  line  ran  trips  between 
Athol  and  Worcester  through  Rutland  and  Barre.  A few  buses  per 
day  continued  for  the  convenience  of  the  State  San.  and  the  VA 
Hospital  until  the  late  1970’s.  The  automobile  is  the  1997  mode  of 
transportation  for  present  day  Rutland  residents. 


Rutland  As  A Health  Center 

One  of  the  first  indications  of  Rutland’s  healing  qualities 
occurs  in  1780  when  the  General  Court  enacted  that  Dr.  William 
Goldson,  a British  surgeon  and  prisoner  of  war  be  delivered  to  the 
Barracks  in  the  town  of  Rutland  “since  it  appears  that  the  free  use 
of  air  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  recovery  of  the  health  of  the 
said  Goldson”. 


State  Sanatorium 

The  tuberculosis  germ  was  discovered  in  Germany  in  1882 
and,  in  1898,  the  first  State  owned  Sanatorium  for  tuberculosis 
treatment  was  opened  in  Rutland  on  Central  Tree  Road.  Rutland 
was  selected  due  to  its  high  altitude  and  pure  air  and  fresh  water 
supply  nearby.  More  than  25,000  patients  were  treated  during  the 
next  65  years  until  the  treatments  became  so  successful  that  the 
disease  was  virtually  eliminated. 

The  patients  from  the  State  San,  mostly  suffering  from 
chronic  disease,  were  moved  to  the  VA  Hospital  on  Maple  Avenue 
on  November  1,  1965  and  the  facility  was  called  the  Rutland 
Heights  Hospital.  The  old  State  San  buildings  ultimately  were 
razed  and  the  area  is  now  a housing  development  and  home  for 
many  Rutland  families. 

Prison  Camp  Hospital 

The  State  Prison  Camp  established  in  1903  in  West  Rutland 
put  prisoners  to  work  clearing  part  of  the  914  acre  site  for  the 
prison  buildings  and  gardens.  In  1907,  a hospital  for  30  and  more 
tubercular  prisoners  was  built  on  a hill  overlooking  the  prison 


complex.  The  sick  prisoners  were  transferred  from  Massachusetts 
prisons  and  treated  here  until  1933  when  the  Commonwealth  took 
over  the  area  for  watershed  purposes. 


Private  Sanatoria 

Since  Rutland  held  claim  to  the  only  State-run  institution 
for  tuberculosis,  a waiting  list  of  patients  developed  who  were 
hoping  to  gain  admittance  to  the  State  San.  As  a result,  many  of 
the  Rutland  homes  were  converted  to  serving  these  waiting 
patients  by  providing  them  health  care.  They  were  situated  in 
many  areas  of  the  town  and  included  such  Rutland  names  as  Bell, 
Bryant,  Clark,  Crane,  Delong,  Prescott,  Beilis  and  many  others, 
including  Naquag  Cottage,  Wachusett  Cottage,  Summit  House, 
Jewish  Sanatorium,  Maple  Lodge  and  Rutland  Cottages. 

Due  to  the  highly  communicable  nature  of  the  disease,  the 
Rutland  Board  of  Health  became  concerned  and,  in  1905,  issued  a 
ruling  that  “No  building  in  Rutland  shall  be  used  for  the  reception 
and  care  of  tuberculosis  patients  without  the  inspection  and 
consent  of  the  Board  of  Health.” 


Rutland  Private  Sanatorium  Association 

In  1912,  a group  of  individuals  involved  with  the  various 
private  sanatoria  in  Rutland  met  to  organize  an  association.  Two 
local  physicians,  Dr.  Bayard  Crane  and  Dr.  George  Lapham  were 
elected  President  and  Vice  President.  In  1913,  a corporation  was 
formed  by  this  group  to  plan  a Recreation  Building  and  Industrial 
Colony  for  tubercular  patients  in  Rutland.  They  began  by 
purchasing  land,  first  one  acre  from  Levi  Steams  on  Maple 
Avenue,  then  the  entire  farm  of  47  acres  with  buildings  and  another 
20  acres  from  Joanna  Prescott.  The  funds  were  received  from 
private  donations  and  fundraising  activities. 

A workshop  was  built  by  this  group  in  1917  from  a design 
by  Franklin  T.  Wood,  a member.  The  building  was  located  on 
Maple  Avenue  near  the  entrance  of  what  was  to  become  the  VA 
Hospital.  In  1920,  by  an  act  of  legislation,  the  Private  Sanatorium 
Association  merged  with  the  Central  New  England  Sanatorium, 
Inc.,  Dr.  Crane,  Director.  The  government  had  been  sending  many 
WWI  veterans  here  for  several  years  and  began  leasing  the 
buildings.  In  1920,  they  added  dormitories  and  named  the  building 
The  Edwards  Club.  A fire  destroyed  these  buildings  in  December, 
1921. 


Veterans  Administration  Hospital 

In  1917,  Dr.  Crane  and  associates  were  building  on  an  86 
acre  site  on  Maple  Avenue  a complex  known  as  the  Central  New 
England  Sanatorium,  (the  future  site  of  the  VA  Hospital). 
Materials  were  hard  to  come  by  because  of  the  war.  However,  the 
government  was  most  interested  in  this  project  since  they  knew 
they  were  unprepared  to  handle  the  large  number  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  many  of  them  caused  by  gases  used  in  the  war.  The 
government  helped  with  the  red  tape  of  supplies  and  materials  and 
CNES  increased  its  activities  and  included  the  building  of  the  New 
England  Vocational  School.  The  school  was  used  for  training  of 
tubercular  patients  to  equip  them  with  new  jobs  following  their 
recovery.  Dr.  Crane  was  a pioneer  of  this  type  of  endeavor.  The 
United  States  Public  Health  Service  ultimately  purchased  the 
buildings  from  CNES  in  1922  and  on  May  15,  1923,  the  Veterans 
Administration  Hospital  was  officially  opened. 


This  500  bed  facility  operated  until  June  30,  1965  when  it 
was  closed  as  an  economic  measure  by  the  U.S.  government.  This 
closing  was  a very  sad  day  for  employees  and  the  patients  who 
were  receiving  excellent  care.  Many  innovative  programs  had 
been  initiated  and  the  closing  was  vigorously  opposed. 

In  November  of  that  year,  1965,  patients  from  the  State 
Sanitorium  on  Central  Tree  Road  were  moved  to  the  Maple  Avenue 
site.  The  name  of  the  facility  was  changed  from  VA  Hospital  to 
Rutland  Heights  Hospital  and  cared  for  many  patients  until  it,  too, 
was  closed  on  November  23,  1991.  Again,  this  was  strenuously 
opposed  since  so  many  special  programs  were  helping  a diversity 
of  patients. 

Thus,  Rutland  can  no  longer  be  referred  to  as  a “Health 
Center”,  ending  a tradition  of  more  than  100  years  of  healing  and 
nurturing  thousands  of  patients. 

A State  Land  Planning  Committee,  appointed  by  the 
Rutland  Selectmen,  has  been  studying  uses  for  this  site.  A Master 
Plan  has  been  developed  following  a study  by  University  of 
Massachusetts  students  and  a consulting  group  hired  by  the 
committee. 

The  uses  indicated  on  the  master  plan  are: 

Zone  A - Re-use  and  re-development  as  a Business  Industrial  Park 
Zone  B - Recreation  and  municipal  uses 
Zone  B - Elderly  housing 


Before  any  further  action  can  be  taken,  the  following  must 
be  accomplished  according  to  the  Committee’s  report  to  the  Town: 

1 . Approval  of  State  funding  for  clean-up  of  any  hazardous 
material  on  the  property. 

2.  Site  deeded  to  the  Town  of  Rutland. 

3.  Master  Plan  uses  accepted  and  implemented. 

Central  New  England  Sanatorium,  Inc. 

In  June,  1922,  Dr.  Bayard  Crane  and  the  CNES 
corporation,  with  the  funds  realized  from  the  sale  of  the  Maple 
Avenue  facility  to  the  federal  government,  purchased  the  Sumner 
Fruit  Farm  on  Miles  Road.  This  farm  consisted  of  223  acres  and 
about  1500  fruit  trees.  It  was  a farm  from  the  Town’s  inception 
and  was  for  many  years  in  the  Rufus  Miles  family. 

Thus,  Dr.  Crane  could  continue  his  vision  began  when  he 
realized  the  debilitating  nature  of  tuberculosis  and  realized  that 
patients  would  need,  not  only  medicine,  fresh  air  and  good 
treatment,  but  would  also  have  to  learn  new  skills  to  equip  them 
for  the  outside  world  when  they  were  cured. 

The  same  type  of  workshop  that  he  started  at  the  Maple 
Avenue  facility  was  built  here,  as  well.  In  .addition  to  their  medical 
treatment,  patients  were  taught  various  skills  for  light  industry  such 
as  basketry,  making  small  articles  from  wood,  poultry  tending  and 
fruit  culture. 

In  time,  this  facility  became  known  as  the  Rutland  Training 
Center  and  taught  printing,  office  skills,  woodworking  and  many 
were  trained  here  for  occupations  helpful  to  their  future.  This 
facility  was  another  pioneering  effort  and  was  well  regarded 
nationally. 

When  the  patient  population  dropped,  due  to  the  great 
strides  made  in  the  cure  of  tuberculosis,  the  land  and  buildings 
were  purchased  by  the  Devereux  Foundation  in  Pennsylvania  and 
another  health  facility  began  in  Rutland  in  1965. 

Devereux 

In  1965,  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  invited  the 
Devereux  Foundation  to  establish  a special  needs  school  in 


Rutland  for  children  with  problems.  The  site  chosen  was  the 
hilltop  area  of  Miles  Road.  Over  the  years  the  need  arose  for 
treating  a clinically  disturbed  child;  Devereux  met  that  challenge 
by  creating  more  therapeutically  intense  programs.  Devereux  now 
treats  children  and  adolescents  with  severe  emotional  and 
behavioral  problems,  ages  6 to  22  years,  through  residential  day, 
community  and  foster  care  programs. 


Prison  Camp 

The  remains  of  what  was  once  the  Prison  Camp  are  in  West 
Rutland.  In  1903,  the  idea  for  a camp  for  prisoners  was  conceived 
by  the  chairman  of  Prison  Commissioners  for  Massachusetts.  The 
State  purchased  900  acres  of  land.  A great  deal  of  the  land  was 
woodland,  although  it  also  was  the  site  of  Phineas  Walker’s  house 
and  farm.  The  house  was  built  in  1750  and  while  prison  buildings 
were  being  constructed,  the  Walker  house  was  used  as  a kitchen 
and  dining  room  for  prisoners. 

In  1905,  Governor  William  Douglas  recommended  that  a 
tuberculosis  Prison  hospital  be  built  to  isolate  infected  prisoners 
from  the  Massachusetts  prisons  to  lower  the  risk  of  spreading  the 
disease.  The  100  bed  hospital  was  manned  almost  entirely  by 
prisoners  including  some  of  the  doctors. 

Approximately  100  of  the  prisoners  transformed  150  acres 
of  woodland  into  a thriving  farm  which  included  an  orchard.  The 
vegetables  were  stored  in  a cave  on  the  side  of  the  hill.  This  was 
below  frost  level  and  acted  as  a natural  refrigerator.  60  head  of 
Holsteins  soon  were  supplying  400  quarts  of  milk  a day  with  a 
yearly  profit  of  $5,000.  Poultry  and  egg  sales  brought  in  another 
$11,000  annually. 

A building  called  the  “Stone  House”  was  used  for  solitary 
confinement.  The  Prison  Camp  was  closed  by  the  State  on 
November  30,  1934  as  they  concluded  this  was  a drainage  area  of 
the  watershed  of  the  Quabbin  Reservoir. 

The  only  visible  remains  of  this  thriving  prison  farm 
include  the  root  cellar,  the  graffiti-covered  “Stone  House”  and 
cellar  holes  of  the  hospital  and  dairy  farm.  The  prison  camp 
cemetery  was  restored  as  an  eagle  scout  project  by  Michael 
Gordon  in  1995  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  has 
placed  a bronze  plaque  there  and  is  keeping  the  area  of  the 
cemetery  maintained. 


North  Rutland 

Capt.  Peter  Davis  was  an  early  settler  of  Rutland.  His  land 
extended  from  Mill  Brook  to  Hubbardston.  In  1759,  his  taxes  were 
the  highest  on  the  list  except  for  Colonel  Murray.  He  was  a 
mechanical  genius  and  a good  business  man.  Prior  to  1759,  he 
built  a grist  and  saw  mill  on  the  Ware  River  in  North  Rutland.  This 
was  of  great  convenience  not  only  to  inhabitants  of  Rutland,  but  to 
adjacent  towns  as  well.  He  was  an  early  riser  and  was  in  his  mill 
before  daylight.  This  property  was  later  sold  to  Joseph  Bigelow 
and  son. 


Menzies  Moulton  came  to  Rutland  in  1858  as  a young  man 
prior  to  the  Civil  War.  He  first  bought  a grocery  store  in  North 
Rutland  and  later  purchased  the  Bigelow  mills.  In  1862,  he  joined 
the  51st  Volunteer  Militia.  He  married  Olla  Bigelow  and  had  nine 
children.  While  he  was  in  the  service,  the  dam  washed  away  and 
when  Menzies  returned,  he  rebuilt  it  and  ran  the  mill  property  until 
he  sold  it  to  Cyrus  Homer.  In  1894,  this  property  was  run  by 
Menzies’  sons,  Joseph  M.,  John  Warren  and  Albert  Chapin 
Moulton  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  Below  this  mill  was 
a saw  mill  operated  by  Menzies  Moulton  which  he  had  purchased 
from  Daniel  King.  He  changed  from  vertical  to  circular  saws  and 
many  of  the  wood  products  from  this  mill  were  used  in  North 
Rutland  buildings. 

North  Rutland  during  this  time  was  growing  and  new 


houses  were  erected  to  accommodate  the  employees  of  the 
Moulton  Mills.  The  general  store  was  built  and  operated  by  Arthur 
Codding  until  1921.  Clarence  Bigelow  bought  the  store  and 
operated  it  for  approximately  10  years. 

The  Metropolitan  District  Commission  (MDC),  a State  of 
Massachusetts  agency,  began  to  take  property  by  purchase  or 
eminent  domain  for  watershed  purposes  in  1928.  By  1931,  the 
mills  on  the  river  and  many  other  properties  were  destroyed  and, 
sadly,  may  only  be  recalled  in  pictures  and  history  books. 

West  Rutland 

The  village  was  first  known  as  Buck  Brook,  named  for  the 
stream  connecting  Demond  Pond  (also  known  as  Round  Pond, 
Evans  Pond,  and  Cedar  Swamp  Pond)  with  Long  Pond.  This 
stream  was  then  used  in  1729  to  provide  water  power  to  the  grist, 
saw  and  woolen  mills  of  the  Rutland  Worsted  Company. 

Later  a section  of  West  Rutland  would  be  called  Deathville 
after  a prominent  family  named  Death.  Nearly  two  hundred  years 
later  that  name  would  have  been  appropriate.  The  Metropolitan 
District  Water  Commission  (M.D.C.)  would  seize  the  village  and 
surroundings  to  supply  water  to  Metropolitan  Boston.  Much  to  the 
dismay  of  the  residents  of  West  Rutland,  it  would  become  part  of 
the  Quabbin  Reservoir  Watershed. 


The  village  in  the  early  1900’s  was  comprised  of  a railroad 
station,  post  office,  general  store,  school  and  a very  large  woolen 
mill.  There  also  were  many  summer  camps  and  a few  beautiful 
summer  homes  dotting  the  shores  of  Long  Pond. 

The  mill  was  located  on  Buck  Brook.  All  of  the  buildings 
and  their  locations  can  be  seen  in  pictures  at  the  Rutland  Historical 
Society. 

Away  from  the  village  going  up  the  hill  towards  Rutland 
Center  at  the  junction  of  Route  122A  and  Chamock  Hill  Road 
stood  the  Continental  Barracks.  The  Continental  Barracks  were 
used  to  house  prisoners  of  General  Burgoyne’s  Army  in  the  late 
1770’s. 

The  Prison  Camp  and  Hospital  stood  to  the  north  of  West 
Rutland  Village.  They  housed  civilian  prisoners  from  1904  to 
1934.  The  hospital  treated  many  tuberculosis  patients. 

In  the  late  1920’s  the  Metropolitan  District  Water 
Commission  started  taking  most  of  the  land  and  buildings  in  West 
Rutland.  The  last  homes  finally  were  taken  in  the  early  1940’s. 

All  that  is  left  today  is  an  old  railroad  bed,  a few  cellar 
holes  and  foundations,  and  a quiet  little  cemetery,  a final  resting 
place  for  some  of  West  Rutland’s  people.  The  cemetery  is  located 
near  the  junction  of  Routes  122  and  122 A. 

Once  again  you  may  hear  the  sounds  of  fun  and  laughter  in 
West  Rutland.  June  8,  1961  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
took  over  the  property  and  the  state  built  a boat  ramp  on  Long 
Pond  and  a beach  for  swimming  on  White  Hall  Pond,  not  far  from 
the  Prison  Camp.  Replete  with  hiking  trails  and  picnic  grounds,  it 
is  known  as  Rutland  State  Park. 


Boston’s  Water  Runs  Under  Rutland 

The  Commission  in  charge  of  the  water  supply  for  the 
Metro  Boston  area,  the  Metropolitan  District  Water  Supply 
Commission,  or  MDWSC,  as  it  was  called  prior  to  1947,  began 
construction  of  a tunnel  that  would  stretch  the  east/west  breadth  of 
the  town  of  Rutland.  Shaft  4 at  the  Holden  town  line  is  included  in 
the  eastern  portion  of  this  tunnel  and  was  blasted  through  solid 
rock  in  the  late  1920’s.  Shafts  were  dug  down  into  solid  rock. 
There  are  12  of  these  shafts,  four  of  which  are  in  Rutland.  The 
west  portion  of  the  tunnel  was  built  a year  later  and  included 
boring  through  from  shaft  4 to  5,  6 and  7 at  the  Oakham  town  line, 
a distance  of  six  miles  under  Rutland.  The  deepest  part  is  at  shaft  5 
in  the  central  part  of  Rutland  where  it  is  650  feet  deep. 

The  tunnel  is  12  feet  in  diameter  and  24  miles  long  and  the 
water  that  runs  through  it  supplies  the  water  needs  of  the  Greater 
Boston  area  . The  water  enters  the  tunnel  at  shaft  12  in  Hardwick 
which  is  on  the  shore  of  the  Quabbin  Reservoir.  A number  of 
towns  in  that  area  were  flooded  to  make  this  reservoir.  Workers 
from  the  M.D.C.  can  get  in  a canoe  and  check  the  inside  of  the 
tunnel  from  shaft  12  in  Hardwick  to  shaft  1 in  Oakdale  at  the 
Wachusett  Reservoir. 


Rutland  Water 

In  1894,  George  Putnam,  the  Rutland  Town  Clerk,  was 
instrumental  in  having  placed  on  the  town  meeting  warrant  the 
following  article:  “To  see  if  the  town  would  take  measures  to 
secure  the  waters  of  Muschopauge  Lake  for  a water  supply...”  The 
article  was  approved  and,  in  1895,  the  State  legislature  passed  an 
act  giving  the  town  the  right  to  use  the  water  for  the  residents  use 
and,  thus,  our  future  water  supply  was  ensured. 

In  time,  this  would  prove  to  be  an  excellent  move  for  the 
town  of  Rutland.  Muschopauge  lies  mostly  in  Rutland,  but  both 
Holden  and  Worcester  have  been  anxious  to  supplement  their  water 
supply  from  this  reservoir.  Subsequent  laws  were  passed  by  the 
State  that  allow  Holden  to  use  water,  but  when  the  level  of  the 
water  reaches  a certain  level,  Rutland’s  need  for  water  would 
prevail. 

A stone  pumping  station  on  the  shores  of  the  reservoir 
forces  the  water  into  a large  standpipe  on  the  hill  which  holds  a 
million  gallons  of  water  ready  and  waiting  for  the  needs  of  water 
customers.  Presently,  the  town  has  88,000  feet  of  water  pipe  and 
62,000  feet  of  sewer  pipe. 


A History  of  the  Rutland  Volunteer  Fire  Brigade 

In  the  years  before  1 894,  the  inhabitants  of  Rutland  relied 
on  their  neighbors  for  assistance  in  fighting  fire  in  their  homes, 
bams  and  places  of  business.  When  a fire  broke  out,  the  bell  in  the 
steeple  of  the  Congregational  Church  was  sounded  to  bring 
together  as  many  people  as  might  be  available.  On  many 
occasions,  these  efforts  saved  much  property  for  our  residents. 

One  difficulty  encountered  at  these  fires  was  the  absence  of 
ladders.  At  an  informal  meeting  in  the  Town  Hall,  it  was  decided 
to  secure  ladders  and  a wagon  to  carry  them  on.  At  a Town 
Meeting  on  March  6,  1893,  $150.00  was  appropriated  to  buy 
ladders,  pails  and  a hand  fire  engine.  It  was  a crude  affair,  but  it 
was  a beginning. 
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Turkey  Supper  50  cents  per  Plate. 


Realizing  an  existing  need  to  help  fellow  citizens  in  a more 
organized  manner,  twenty-six  residents  met  and  formed  a company 
on  the  night  of  January  6,  1894.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a 
formal  approach  to  fire  fighting  in  Rutland.  At  their  next  meeting 


the  following  Saturday  night,  the  name,  Rutland  Volunteer  Fire 
Brigade  was  chosen  and  by-laws  were  adopted. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Court  passed  legislation 
authorizing  the  use  of  water  from  Muschopauge  Pond  for  domestic 
use  and  extinguishing  fires.  A pumping  station  was  erected  to 
pump  water  into  a water  tower  on  the  crest  of  Rice  Hill.  With  the 
advent  of  the  waterworks,  came  the  need  of  hose  and  a wagon  to 
carry  it  on.  The  Fire  Brigade  took  $75.00  from  its  treasury,  and  by 
soliciting  citizens,  secured  enough  funds  to  buy  500  feet  of  2 1/5 
inch  hose  and  a suitable  wagon. 

In  March  1897,  the  Brigade  voted  to  put  $200.00  toward 
paying  for  the  hose  house,  the  Town’s  first  fire  station.  With  the 
Town  also  appropriating  money,  this  building  was  constructed  and 
dedicated  in  September  of  1897. 

In  the  early  days,  the  Brigade  conducted  coaching  parades, 
Fireman’s  Balls,  other  dances  and  field  days.  Proceeds  from  these 
events  went  for  the  purchase  of  early  equipment  for  fighting  fires. 
The  Brigade  also  contributed  funds  for  sidewalks,  village 
improvements  and  the  beautification  of  the  center  village. 

At  a Town  meeting  in  February  1918,  the  Town  voted  to  organize 
a municipal  fire  department  to  take  over  the  apparatus  of  the  Fire 
Brigade.  At  this  time,  the  Fire  Brigade  became  the  social  and 
community  support  organization  of  the  Fire  Department.  The  Fire 
Brigade  continues  to  carry  on  the  goals  of  our  early  fire  fighters  in 
assisting  the  Town  of  Rutland  in  many  ways,  such  as  purchasing 
fire  equipment  for  the  fire  department,  sponsoring  safety  programs 
in  schools,  helping  with  community  events  and  giving  other  help 
when  needed. 

In  1994,  the  Fire  Brigade  celebrated  their  100  years  of 
community  involvement.  In  1997  they  will  rededicate  the  Town’s 
first  fire  station  which  is  being  renovated  with  Fire  Brigade  funds 
and  the  efforts  of  its  members. 

A quote  from  T.C.  Murphy  in  HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF  RUTLAND  remains  appropriate  now  and  into  the  future: 

“The  service  rendered  to  the  community  by  volunteer 
firefighters  is  unique  in  public  service.  The  meager  stipend 
received  for  their  service  does  not  compensate  for  their  readiness 


to  respond  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night  for  duty  under  conditions 
that  are  not  only  arduous,  but  dangerous.  It  is  in  fact  the  type  of 
service  where  arduous  effort  is  no  inconvenience  when  exerted  in  a 
cherished  cause.” 

It  is  the  social  functioning  that  keeps  the  group  together  and 
keeps  the  Fire  Brigade’s  focus  on  neighbor  helping  neighbor. 

Rutland  Fire  Department 

1972  TO  1997 

Originally  organized  as  a Volunteer  Brigade  fire  fighting 
force  in  1894,  the  Town  of  Rutland  took  over  the  Brigade’s  assets 
in  1918  to  form  a municipal  Fire  Department. 

This  fire  fighting  force  in  Rutland  is  a volunteer,  paid-on-call 
Fire  Department.  This  means  that  all  personnel  respond  to 
emergency  calls  from  their  homes,  work  or  other  locations  when 
the  alarm  is  sounded  for  assistance.  Our  budget  to  operate  is 
appropriated  through  the  municipal  budget  process.  We  also 
receive  many  contributions  and  donations  to  help  our  efforts  for 
the  townspeople. 

The  Fire  Department  has  been  progressing,  trying  to  keep 
pace  with  the  growth  of  the  Town.  We  have  replaced  two  (2) 
Pumper  Fire  Engines  with  new  units  in  1979  and  1988,  added  our 
Ambulance  service  in  1978,  converted  a Federal  surplus  jet-fuel 
tank  truck  into  a water  Tanker  in  1990  for  fire  fighting  use  and  a 
Federal  Civil  Defense  1967  1.25  ton  Jeep  Truck  into  a Forestry 
unit  in  1978.  We  were  able  to  replace  this  unit  with  a new  1996 
Ford  Forestry  truck.  We  have  also  replaced  a used  rescue  truck 
constructed  by  our  members  in  1975  with  a new  unit  in  1984. 

The  Fire  Department  is  constantly  challenged  with  new 
problems  as  new  technologies  are  used.  As  “First  Responders”  to 
all  public  safety  emergency  incidents  in  town,  we  have  to  keep 
abreast  of  these  potential  problems.  Training  is  constant  and  time 
consuming.  This  helps  keep  our  fire  fighters  safe  so  we  can  do  our 
best  to  keep  our  citizens  safe. 


Police  Department 

The  following  is  some  trivia  regarding  the  Police 
Department: 

At  a special  town  meeting  held  on  June  14, 1934: 

Article  5:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  Chapter  41, 
Sec.  97  of  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  which  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a police 
department  under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  or  take  any  action 
thereon.  The  article  was  passed. 

John  Collins,  who  had  been  a constable  for  many  years, 
was  chosen  as  Chief  of  Police. 

At  a special  town  meeting  on  October  16, 1975: 

Under  Article  2,  it  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town 
accept  the  devise  of  real  estate  to  the  Town  of  Rutland  under  the 
will  of  the  late  Hazel  H.  Wood. 

And,  on  Article  3,  it  was  voted  unanimously  to  authorize 
the  town  to  rent  and/or  use  for  civic,  historical,  cultural  or 
municipal  purposes,  the  real  estate  located  at  232  Main  Street, 
devised  to  the  town  under  the  will  of  the  late  Hazel  H.  Wood  and  to 
strike  the  word  “sell”  from  the  article. 

At  a special  town  meeting  on  November  20, 1975: 

On  Article  3,  were  voted  from  Federal  Revenue  Sharing 
Funds  for  locating  the  Police  Department  at  the  Hazel  H.  Wood 
house.  It  was  after  all  of  these  special  meetings  that  the 
department  moved  from  their  8'  x 10'  office  at  the  Community  Hall 
to  their  new  location,  sharing  the  building  with  the  Historical 
Society.  This  move  provided  the  department  with  much  needed 
space  and  privacy,  and  was  the  start  of  many  more  progressive 
changes  within  the  department. 

Giant  strides  have  been  made  within  the  Police  Department 
since  Rutland’s  250th  Anniversary  in  1972.  While  remaining  in 
budget  restraints  we  strive  to  insure  the  safety  of  our  police  officers 
and  our  citizens  which  makes  the  Town  of  Rutland  a better 


community  in  which  to  live. 

One  of  the  changes  that  has  occurred  was  a result  of  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  police  and  the  fire  departments:  the 
formation  of  a 24-hour  dispatch  system,  (previously  located  in  four 
homes  within  the  Town  of  Rutland).  In  1988,  the  system  was 
moved  into  the  Fire  Station,  allowing  all  of  the  computer  checks  to 
be  activated  in  a timely  manner,  adding  to  officers’  safety. 

In  1979,  we  grew  to  a two-cruiser  department  which  added 
to  police  coverage  of  the  town,  both  in  mileage  and  enabling  two 
officers  to  be  on  the  road  at  the  same  time.  This  allowed  the  police 
department  to  offer  greater  service  to  the  community  as  well  as 
added  safety  for  the  men. 

In  1985,  Rutland’s  FIRST  FULL  TIME  police  officer  was 
appointed.  This  appointment  enabled  the  department,  for  the  first 
time,  to  provide  police  coverage  to  the  community  during  the  day, 
with  the  night  shift  becoming  covered  by  part-timers.  It  was  also 
possible  for  a police  officer  to  become  more  involved  in  the 
community  providing  safety  programs  to  the  school  students  as 
well  as  providing  programs  to  other  groups  in  the  town. 

In  1992,  through  the  efforts  of  Chief  Ralph  Anderson  and 
Sergeant  Richard  Sails  acting  as  liaisons  between  the  State  Police 
D.A.R.E.  unit  and  Naquag  Elementary  School,  we  were  able  to 
implement  the  D.A.R.E.  Program  (Drug  Abuse  Resistance 
Education)  for  grades  5 & 6 at  no  cost  to  the  taxpayers.  The 
D.A.R.E.  Program  is  still  being  offered  to  the  students  today,  but 
now  the  program  is  implemented  by  a trained  Rutland  Police 
D.A.R.E.  officer. 

In  1994,  through  the  generous  support  of  our  community, 
we  were  able  to  obtain  semi-automatic  weapons  for  all  the  officers 
in  our  department,  thus  continuing  our  progression  to  a highly 
trained  and  well-equipped,  professional  police  department. 


July  1,  1995,  a “Milestone  in  History”  was  made  by  the 
appointment  of  Ralph  H.  Anderson,  Jr.  as  the  first  full-time  Police 
Chief  in  the  town  of  Rutland.  It  is  through  his  efforts  and  those  of 
his  supportive  staff,  that  the  department  has  been  able  to  become 
automated  and  networked  with  the  dispatch  center  and  the  fire 
department  through  computerization,  making  it  a “State  of  the  Art 
Department”.  We  have  also  added  another  full  time  police  officer, 
bringing  the  total  to  three  full  time  Police  Officers:  the  Chief,  one 
Sergeant  and  one  patrolman.  The  department  is  additionally 
complimented  by  ten  dedicated  part-time  officers. 

We  at  the  Rutland  Police  Department,  want  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  all  the  townspeople  and  members  of  the  town 
boards,  for  their  continued  support  in  making  the  police 
department  what  it  is  today.  Your  commitment  to  public  safety  has 
allowed  us  to  be  able  to  obtain  equipment  and  education  to  help 
insure  the  safety  of  our  police  officers  and  provide  the  best 
possible  service  to  our  community. 

Police  Chiefs  Who  Have  Served  the 

Town  of  Rutland  Since  1934 


1934-  1971 
1971  - 1977 
1977  - 1982 
1982-  1983 
1983  - Present 


John  Collins 
Ugo  A.  Alinovi 
Russell  W.  Gordon 
John  R.  Leger 
Ralph  H.  Anderson,  Jr. 


Recreation 

The  Town  of  Rutland  has  always  been  concerned  about 
recreational  activities  for  its  residents.  We  can  look  to  the  long 
history  of  parades  provided  for  the  enjoyment  of  all  from  the 
Coaching  Parades  which  began  in  the  latter  part  of  the  1800’s  and 
continue  to  this  day  on  July  4th,  including  this  year’s  exciting 
parade  to  be  held  on  July  6,  1997  to  celebrate  the  town’s  275  years. 


The  Rutland  Private  Sanatorium  Association  planned 
entertainment  for  patients  in  the  private  sanatoria  in  Rutland  from 
1912  until  1920  when  they  merged  with  the  Central  New  England 
Sanatorium,  Inc. 
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The  Rutland  Entertainment  Association  was  formed  in 
1920  to  continue  the  good  works  of  the  Private  San  group  and 
served  primarily  for  the  needs  of  tubercular  patients  in  the 
numerous  Sanitoria  throughout  the  town.  One  of  their  notable  good 
deeds  was  to  visit  each  patient  and  present  them  with  a gift  at 
Christmas  accompanied  by  Santa  Claus  (who  was  most  usually 
Louis  Hanff,  Town  Clerk).  They  also  arranged  for  singing  groups, 
plays  and  other  entertainment  held  at  various  locations,  some  to 
raise  money  for  their  endeavors,  but  most  .to  entertain. 

Another  group  of  hardworking  volunteers  were  the 
members  of  the  Rutland  Recreational  Council  which  became 
incorporated  in  1948.  They  held  Halloween  parties,  Winter 
Carnivals,  Basketball  Jamborees  and  coordinated  all  Fourth  of  July 
activities.  They  were  active  until  1980.  The  Rutland  Fire  Brigade 
carried  on  Fourth  of  July  activities  until  the  Town  began 
appointing  a special  Committee  to  mastermind  the  parade  and  all 
the  related  activities. 


The  athletic  fields  in  Town  are  the  scene  of  many  soccer, 
football  and  softball  games  with  many,  many  dedicated  volunteers 
providing  recreational  opportunities  for  generations  of  the  youth  of 
Rutland. 

A new  Rutland  Recreation  Committee  was  formed  in 
October,  1995.  Their  goal  is  to  “pursue  leisure  time  activities  for 
all  town  residents”.  Their  excellent  endeavors,  to  date,  have 
included  a Winter  Carnival,  an  educational  program  for  all  ages 
“Under  The  Learning  Tree”,  swimming  lessons  and  the  Summer 
Fun  Program.  Hundreds  of  Rutland  residents  have  enjoyed  these 
and  other  programs  and  the  recreational  needs  of  the  town  are 
again  being  met  by  generous,  contributing  and  talented  volunteers. 
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In  1995,  the  Town  of  Rutland  purchased  the  former  Naquag 
Baptist  Church  on  Glenwood  Road.  Recreational  activities  for  all 
ages  are  carried  on  there.  Presently,  it  is  being  used  by  the  School 
for  kindergarten  classes.  When  new  schools  are  available  to  house 
the  kindergarten,  hopefully  the  area  can  be  used  for  the  Town’s 
recreation  needs. 


Heifer  Project  International 

Heifer  Project  International  dedicated  its  new  Northeast 
Regional  Center  on  October  27,  1984.  Bill  Williams,  a Rutland 
farmer  who  had  recently  accompanied  and  HPI  shipment  of 
animals  to  Haiti,  offered  a generous  gift  of  land  on  Wachusett  St.  to 
this  humanitarian  organization.  HPI  directors,  staff,  and  supporters 
studied  the  feasibility  of  developing  the  property  into  a new 
regional  center  to  replace  a facility  in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts, 
which  had  become  too  small.  The  gift  was  accepted  and  Overlook 
Farm  has  become  widely  known  in  the  northeast  as  an  interesting, 
fun  place  to  visit. 

Special  events  at  Overlook  Farm  include  an  International 
Fair  in  June,  an  October  Harvest  Festival,  and  a December  Festival 
with  a live  nativity  scene  in  the  bam. 

For  over  half  a century,  HPI  has  provided  livestock  and 
training  to  more  than  a million  families  across  the  world.  HPI  has 
more  than  300  projects  in  38  countries.  It  is  a nonprofit 
organization  that  helps  hungry  people  feed  themselves,  earn 
income  and  care  for  the  environment. 

Rosalee  Sinn,  who  worked  with  HPI  for  28  years,  retired  as 
director  of  the  Northeast  Region  in  1993.  Rev.  Darrell  Huddleston 
became  Northeast  Regional  Director  and  a Rutland  resident.  Mark 
Tripp,  a Rutland  HPI  volunteer,  is  a member  of  the  National  Board 
of  Directors.  Dale  Perkins,  Farm  Steward,  manages  the  farm  as  a 
demonstration  of  sustainable  organic  agriculture.  Partners-in- 
Residence  come  from  HPI  projects  to  share  their  experience  and  to 
leam  new  farming  methods. 

Many  Rutland  and  area  residents  serve  as  HPI  volunteers. 
Lions  Club  members  have  helped  with  construction  projects,  and 


members  deliver  milk  from  HPI  animals  to  the  Mustard  Seed  in 
Worcester  every  week. 

Church  and  school  groups  visit  Overlook  Farm  for  tours  or 
work  projects  and  conduct  fund-raising  activities  for  gifts  of 
animals  to  needy  families. 

Rutland  has  become  well  known  in  the  northeast  and  even 
world- wide  because  of  these  activities  at  Overlook  Farm  and  the 
HPI  visitors  from  Africa,  Asia,  and  Latin  America. 

Industry 

In  the  very  early  years  of  the  town  of  Rutland,  the  settlers 
were  concerned  with  their  survival,  the  building  of  homes,  clearing 
and  preparing  the  land  for  planting  to  feed  their  families.  The 
industries  that  developed  to  help  with  these  concerns  were,  for  the 
most  part,  built  along  the  Ware  River  which  provided  the  energy 
source  they  needed. 

Com  and  grist  mills  were  among  the  first,  as  well  as  saw 
mills,  blacksmith  shops,  shingle  mills  and  items  required  for  the 
building  up  of  the  little  community. 

By  1836,  Jonas  Reed  tells  us  in  his  history,  “there  are  in 
operation  four  grist  mills,  seven  saw  mills,  five  shingle  mills,  six 
blacksmith  shops...  a tannery,  a currier,  several  boot  and  shoe 
makers,  chair  and  rake  and  cabinet  makers.”  These,  then,  were 
some  of  the  products  needed  by  the  townspeople  when  the  town 
was  100  years  old. 


West  Rutland 

Factories  along  the  river  in  West  Rutland  also  made  tools 
such  as  trip  hammers,  circular  saws,  and  lathes.  Wagons  were 
made  by  Royal  T.  Brooks  and  Reuben  Woodis  operated  a shoe  peg 
factory. 

Josiah  Pierce  conducted  a business  in  1844  known  as  the 
Pierce  Stores.  He  sold  the  items  in  demand  at  the  time  such  as 
timber,  food  provisions,  tools  and  clothing.  He  also  sold  baskets 
manufactured  in  the  basket  factory  nearby. 

Nearing  the  turn  of  the  century,  William  Steams  began 
manufacturing  cotton  batting  and  comforters  on  the  site  of  a former 


grist  mill.  Following  a fire,  he  moved  to  the  top  of  the  nearby  hill 
and  made  satinets.  This  became  The  Lakeville  Woolen  Co.  who 
owned  a large  part  of  the  West  Rutland  village.  This  company  was 
sold  by  Mrs.  Steams  to  the  Rutland  Worsted  Company, 
manufacturer  of  fine  worsted  cloth.  This  industrial  area  and  its 
many  inhabitants  had  sadly  all  but  disappeared  by  1930  when  the 
MDC  became  the  owner  of  the  village. 

North  Rutland 

The  North  Rutland  section  of  our  town  could  also  boast  of 
many  mills  along  the  banks  of  the  river  as  it  wended  its  way 
through  the  area.  Moulton  and  Bigelow  were  prominent  names 
here  and  the  woolen  goods  manufactured  at  the  Moulton  Mills 
were  distributed  far  and  wide  until  this  area  became  watershed 
property,  as  well. 


On  Intervale  Road,  one  site  has  withstood  the  test  of  time.  The 
Greniers  ran  a wood  heel  factory  there  for  many  years.  In  the 
1960’s,  the  property  was  bought  by  General  Industries  who,  among 
other  items,  was  involved  with  the  development  of  automatic  fire 
sprinkler  heads.  The  site  is  presently  owned  and  operated  by 
CAPA  Corporation,  excavating  contractors  since  1971. 

Sims  manufacturing  is  an  industry  that  has  been  in  Rutland 
since  1957  and  located  on  the  easterly  end  of  Main  Street.  They 
continue  manufacturing  tractor  equipment,  although  not  with  the 
large  number  of  employees  they  had  at  one  time. 

Rutland’s  largest  industry  at  present  could  probably  be 
considered  the  home  building  industry.  C.  B.  Blair  Builders  has 
built  many  hundreds  of  homes  since  he  began  in  the  1950’s  on 
Anthony  Drive  and  continues  today  with  new  developments,  both 
in  Rutland  and  other  communities.  A significant  number  of  homes 
are  also  being  built  at  present  by  C & S Builders,  as  well  as  smaller 
contractors  filling  in  with  houses  here  and  there  as  Rutland 
continues  to  grow. 

We  have  passed  the  5,000  plus  population  mark  which 
changes  our  identity  from  a small  town  which  we  have  enjoyed  for 
275  years  to  the  next  category  of  5,000  to  10,000  people.  Will  it 
take  us  another  275  years  to  reach  the  next  plateau?  Time  will  tell. 


Spencer  Savings  Bank 

A welcome  addition  to  this  community  is  the  Spencer 
Savings  Bank.  Its  official  opening  was  February  19,  1985  and  it  is 
Rutland’s  first-ever  bank.  Not  only  does  it  provide  employment 
opportunities,  but  is  a great  convenience  for  Rutland  residents. 
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The  Spencer  Savings  bank  has  been  very  community- 
minded  and  generous,  as  you  can  see,  to  the  275th  fund  raising 
efforts,  as  well  as  to  many  other  groups  in  the  town.  Thank  you 
Spencer  Savings! 


Rutland  Free  Public  Library 

The  Rutland  Free  Public  Library  was  officially  opened  on 
May  26,  1866  in  the  home  of  George  Putnam.  In  1899  the  library 
was  moved  to  the  red  schoolhouse  and  in  1939  to  Community  Hall. 
As  the  town  grew,  so  did  the  need  for  a larger  library  and  in  May 
of  1971  the  current  library  building  was  opened. 

The  next  twenty-five  years  saw  tremendous  growth  in  the 
town  as  well  as  some  wonderful  changes  in  library  services.  The 
improved  services  included  an  automated  circulation  system,  an 
inter-library  loan  program,  video  and  photocopier  services,  and  on- 
line services  to  CWMARS.  The  library  patrons  have  also  enjoyed 
numerous  children’s  programs,  adult  education  classes  and  free 
museum  passes.  This  past  year  the  library  has  also  added  free 
Internet  services. 

The  town  can  be  very  proud  of  its  commitment  to  the 
library  over  the  past  twenty-five  years.  The  goal  of  the  current 
Board  of  Trustees  is  to  continue  providing  high  quality  service, 
increase  hours  of  operation  and  to  pursue  a solution  to  the 
overcrowded  conditions  of  our  current  building.  We  view  the 
library  as  one  of  the  towns  great  assets.  The  Rutland  Free  Public 
Library  will  continue  to  be  a place  for  educational  advancement, 
technology,  entertainment,  personal  enrichment  and  a source  of 
pride  for  years  to  come 


Parade  route.  Assembly  on  Maple  Avenue  at  Rutland  Heights  ® , travel 
north  to  Main  Street  (2),  turn  right  on  Main  Street  to  Glenwood  Road  (3), 
turn  left  on  Glenwood  road  to  the  Community  Center  at 

©Locations  of  first  aid  stations 


* Locations  of  portable  toilets 


Local  Associations 

Central  Mass  Onstage 

Rutland’s  Community  Theater  Group,  “Central  Mass 
Onstage”  grew  out  of  the  dream  of  community  involvement  as 
envisioned  by  Father  James  Collins  of  St.  Patricks  Church  in  1981. 

Sixteen  years  later  after  over  thirty  productions  including 
dramas,  comedies,  musicals  and  mysteries,  we’re  happy  to  report 
to  you  that  we  are  alive  and  well. 

With  your  support  we  will  continue  to  bring  you  the  best  in 
live  theater  with  productions  that  will  stimulate  your  imaginations 
and  feelings  well  into  the  21st  Century. 

Central  Mass  Onstage  is  based  in  Rutland  and  we’re  very 
proud  to  be  taking  in  part  in  Rutland’s  275th  Anniversary 
Celebration  with  our  presentation  of  “An  American  Sampler  275 
Stitches  in  Time”.  All  of  our  productions  are  open  to  everyone. 

Finnish  Society  Sovittaja 

Finnish  Heritage  Club  of  Rutland,  est.  1890  in  Worcester, 
one  of  the  oldest  continually  active  Finnish  organizations  outside 
of  Finland.  Present  in  Rutland  since  the  establishment  of  Sovittaja 
Park  on  Demond  Pond  in  1926.  The  organization  exists  to 
preserve  and  promote  Finnish  and  Finnish  American  cultures  both 
within  and  beyond  the  Finnish  community.  Membership  1997 
approximately  175.  Activities  year  round  in  Rutland  and 
elsewhere. 

Rutland  Girl  Scouts 

Rutland  Girl  Scouts  are  part  of  the  world’s  largest 
organization  devoted  to  the  needs  and  interests  of  girls.  The 
purpose  of  the  Girl  Scout  movement  is  to  inspire  girls  with  the 
highest  ideals  of  character,  conduct,  patriotism,  and  service  so  that 
they  may  become  happy,  effective,  successful  and  resourceful 
citizens.  Girl  Scouting  establishes  a balance  for  girls  to  help  them 
cope  with  the  demands,  pace  and  stress  of  a complex  and  ever- 
changing  world  and  strives  to  build  a firm  foundation  upon  which 
to  give  them  stability.  The  Montachusett  Girl  Scout  Council,  of 


which  Rutland  is  a part,  is  committed  to  building  a Girl  Scout 
program  that  is  attractive,  accessible,  inclusive  and  visible  to  any 
and  all  girls. 

Rutland  Lions  Club 

Organized  in  Nov.  1971,  the  Lions  are  men  and  women 
who  volunteer  their  time  to  humanitarian  causes  in  their  local  and 
world  communities.  By  conducting  service  projects  and  raising 
funds,  Lions  strive  to  help  those  in  need.  Lions  provide  services  to 
the  blind  and  visually  impaired,  participate  in  diabetes  awareness, 
education  and  research,  work  with  the  physically  and  mentally 
impaired  and  commit  to  young  people  through  the  Lions  Quest 
program.  To  the  Lions  “We  Serve”  is  not  only  a motto,  but  a 
definition  and  philosophy. 

Rutland  Grange  #242 

Patrons  of  Husbandry,  the  Grange,  is  one  of  Rutland’s 
oldest  organizations.  It  was  established  in  1875;  its  purpose  was  to 
give  aid  to  farmers  during  difficult  times.  Presently,  it  is  a social 
group  of  people  from  all  walks  of  life  who  have  community 
interest  as  their  projects. 

Rutland  Antique  Auto  Club 

This  club,  founded  in  1965  by  five  local  men,  exists  to 
promote  the  preservation  and  restoration  of  antique  autos.  Charter 
members  are  Harry  Johnson,  Jr.,  Edwin  Buck,  William  Johnson, 
Richard  Miller,  and  Thomas  Heaney  (deceased).  Present 
membership  numbers  40  persons. 

Rutland  Fire  Brigade 

The  Fire  Brigade  was  organized  in  1894  and  continued  to 
serve  the  community  by  fighting  fires  and  sponsoring  town  events. 
In  1928  the  town  voted  to  organize  a municipal  department.  The 
Fire  Brigade  then  became  the  social  and  community  support 
organization  for  the  Fire  Department.  They  purchase  equipment 
for  the  department,  sponsor  safety  programs  in  the  school  and  help 


with  community  events. 

Rutland  Historical  Society 

The  Rutland  Historical  Society,  Inc.  was  formed  in  1965  to 
cultivate  and  encourage  an  interest  in  the  history  of  Rutland,  of  its 
residents  and  families,  environs  and  events. 

The  Society  maintains  a museum  of  local  heirlooms  and 
historic  memorabilia  in  the  former  home  of  noted  artist  Franklin  T. 
Wood.  It  is  open  to  the  public  at  times  during  the  week.  Many  of 
the  items  on  display  date  back  several  generations  and  have 
interesting  stories  all  their  own.  Members  of  our  active  Curatorial 
Committee  are  often  on  hand  to  explain  these  pieces  of  Rutland’s 
history. 

The  Society  offers  opportunities  throughout  the  year  to 
learn  more  about  Rutland’s  historic  past,  and  the  public  is  invited 
to  participate  in  all  our  programs,  to  explore  our  home  and  its 
displays,  and  to  join  our  membership. 

Rutland  Boy  scouts 

Scouting  continues  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  lives  of 
boys.  Boy  Scout  Troop  #141  has  been  active  for  64  years. 
Currently,  over  forty  boys  from  Rutland  and  Oakham  are  enjoying 
the  scouting  program  under  the  guidance  of  29  adult  volunteer 
leaders.  Twenty-nine  members  of  troop  #141  have  achieved  the 
rank  of  Eagle  Scout. 

Cub  Scout  pack  #141  has  delivered  the  scouting  program 
to  local  boys  for  the  past  34  years.  With  a current  membership  of 
over  100  boys  and  25  adult  volunteer  leaders,  pack  141  is  one  of 
the  most  active  and  successful  units  in  the  Mohegan  Council. 

Scouting  has  helped  to  develop  good  character  and 
emphasize  family  values  for  many  years.  With  the  help  and 
commitment  of  the  current  and  future  adult  leaders,  the  future 
looks  very  bright. 


American  Legion  - Rutland  Post  310 

The  American  Legion,  organized  in  1919,  is  a National 
Veterans  Organization  supporting  Military  Veterans  of  the  United 
States.  Our  Rutland  Post  is  smaller  now  than  in  years  gone  by,  but 
we  have  a core  group  that  continues  to  look  out  for  our  local 
veterans  and  community  activities.  We  sponsor  the  Memorial  Day 
Activities  and  contribute  to  other  celebrations  in  town  where 
possible.  School  awards  are  given  each  year  as  well  as  sponsoring 
candidates  to  Boys  and  Girls  State  government  education  summer 
programs.  We  provide  college  scholarships  to  local  students  on  an 
annual  basis.  We  also  support  the  national  benefits  for  those  who 
have  served  their  Country  and  their  families.  We  promote 
Patriotism,  Service,  100%  Americanism  and  involvement  in 
Community. 

The  Friends  of  the  Rutland  Public  Library 

The  Friends  of  the  Rutland  Library  is  a non-profit 
organization  dedicated  to  providing  the  extras  that  will  make  our 
library  a complete  and  fulfilling  place  for  children  and  adults  alike. 
The  Friends  are  supporters  and  patrons  of  Rutland’s  Public  Library 
who  give  ideas  and  time  to  help  the  library  and  have  been 
supporting  the  Library  for  the  past  25  years!  The  efforts  of  the 
Friends  provides  support  for  on-going  Library  programs  such  as 
Story  Hour.  In  addition,  the  group  organizes  numerous  additional 
programs  at  the  Library  ranging  from  special  summer  family 
programs  to  a candidates  night. 

The  Friends  work  all  year  to  generate  funds  to  support  the 
Library.  For  the  past  few  years,  the  Friends  have  sponsored  a Fall 
Fair  in  November  with  raffles,  baked  goods,  crafts  and  books 
available  for  purchase.  And,  in  the  spring,  there  is  our  flower  and 
vegetable  sale,  which  signals  the  start  of  the  planting  season!  In 
addition,  the  Friends  have  several  ongoing  fundraising  efforts 
including  generous  donations  of  patrons,  from  the  copy  machine 
use  and  late  video  donations,  from  bottle  returns  (recyclable  bottles 
are  donated  in  the  box  outside  the  Library  doors)  and  the  hand- 
painted  replicas  of  Rutland  buildings  (a  portion  of  the  price  is 
generously  donated  by  Wendy  Moran). 

The  Friends  are  always  looking  for  new  ideas.  Consider 


becoming  a Friend  of  the  Rutland  Public  Library. 

Sunshine  Circle 

Sunshine  Circle  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  was 
formed  in  1964.  The  purpose  of  this  ladies  group  is  to  raise  money 
for  the  church  through  our  annual  fair,  public  suppers  and  catered 
occasions.  Although  the  active  member  number  is  only  10-12, 
there  are  40  women  who  help  out  on  behalf  of  Sunshine  Circle 
whenever  possible.  Monthly  meetings  are  held  the  first  Monday  of 
most  months  at  members  homes. 


The  Monday  Club 

In  December  1929,  some  women  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Rutland  met  and  called  their  group,  The 
Monday  Night  Club.  Recently  the  name  was  changed  to  the 
Monday  Club. 

The  club  is  service  oriented  as  we  earn  money  from  the 
church  fair,  flea  market  and  provide  a catering  service  for 
luncheons,  and  collations. 

We  enjoy  each  others  company  and  invite  others  to  join  in 
our  fellowship. 

Rufus  Putnam  Lodge  A.F.  & A.M. 

Rufus  Putnam  Lodge  was  chartered  in  Rutland  on  July  1 , 
1913  as  a fraternal  organization  devoted  to  charitable  and 
educational  work.  The  fraternity  meets  regularly,  drawing  its 
membership  from  several  surrounding  towns  and  is  an  active 
contributor  to  local  charity.  It  also  sponsors  frequent  blood  drives 
and  participates  in  the  roadside  cleanup  program. 

Central  MA  Rabbit  Breeders  Network  4-H  Club 

Our  purpose  is  to  promote,  urge,  and  improve  the 
enjoyment  of  raising  all  breeds  of  rabbits.  We  try  to  provide 
information  to  the  interested  public  and  to  promote  the  exhibition 
of  rabbits. 
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Did  You  Know  That, 

Merrill  Wheeler  on  his  farm  on  Wachusett  Street,  in  1918, 
harvested  from  one  bean  stalk  221  perfect  white  beans  and  also 
grew  a potato  that  weighed  2.25  pounds. 

The  town  could  have  bought,  in  1937,  the  Spaulding 
House  (next  to  the  present  library)  for  $7,500,  but  the  committee 
felt  it  would  be  impractical... oh,  well. 

In  1781,  a Latin  grammar  school  was  kept  in  Rutland  and 
John  Murray  contributed  $20  per  year  for  its  expenses. 

Calvin  Coolidge’s  ancestor  was  bom  in  Rutland  in  1760. 

In  the  1920’s,  the  little  town  of  Rutland  had  more 
institutions  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  than  existed  in  any 
other  community  in  the  United  States  and,  undoubtedly,  in  the 
world. 

The  lawns  of  the  Hotel  Bartlett  provided  courts  for  tennis 
and  croquet  and,  for  a short  time,  one  of  the  first  golf  courses 
anywhere  in  the  area  was  set  up  to  the  north  of  the  hotel. 

A large  spring  of  water  behind  houses  on  Main  Street  was 
piped  to  the  railroad  depot.  A conductor  on  the  railroad  claimed 
this  water  cured  his  rheumatism  and  when  he  became  station 
master  at  North  Station  had  a 10  gallon  can  sent  to  Boston  daily. 
Honest! 

The  first  male  child  was  bom  in  Rutland  on  September  23, 
1719  to  Moses  and  Eunice  How.  The  Proprietors,  in  appreciation 
of  the  event,  gave  the  family  100  acres  of  land. 


Friends  of  Rutland  Education 
(F.O.R.E.) 

Friends  of  Rutland  Education  (F.O.R.E.)  is  a volunteer 
organization  which,  for  more  than  20  years,  has  encouraged 
parental  involvement  in  the  school  and  raised  money  for  student 
activities.  Any  parent,  teacher,  staff  member  or  Rutland  resident  is 
welcome  to  become  a member. 

F.O.R.E.  provides  teacher  mini-grants,  student  scholarships 
and  financial  support  for  school  events  and  curriculum  materials. 
Our  funds  come  from  dues  and  fund  raising  events  such  as  the 
school  bookstore,  coupon  book  and  sweatshirt  sales,  Campbell’s 
label  program  and  ice  cream  sales.  Other  family  and  community 
oriented  events  include  the  “Spookghetti”  Dinner  and  Halloween 
parade,  Santa’s  Workshop  and  Spring  Carnival. 

The  membership  of  F.O.R.E.  will  continue  to  work  hard  to 
supply  the  children  of  Naquag  School  with  many  of  the  extras  that 
may  not  otherwise  be  available.  We  welcome  all  members  of  the 
Rutland  community  to  join  us  in  supporting  our  youngest  citizens. 
Meetings  are  held  at  Naquag  School  on  alternating  first 
Wednesdays  and  Thursdays  of  each  month  during  the  school  year. 


Schedule  of  Events 
Rutland’s  275th  Celebration 
1997 


April  19-20  Town  wide  yard  sale 

June  5,  6 & 7 Play  - “An  American  Sampler  - 

275  Stitches  in  Time”  - Naquag  School 
7:30  p.m. 

June  18  Special  Stamp  Cancellation  - Rutland  Post 
Office 

Founders  Day  6:00  - 7:00  p.m.  on  the 
Sunny  Common 

June  21-22  Colonial  Soldiers  Encampment  - 

Community  Center,  Glen  wood  Rd  5 th 
Regiment  of  Foot  10:00  a.m. 


June  21  Colonial  Period  Ball  - Rufus  Putnam 
House,  Main  St.  7:30  to  midnight  $35.00  per 
person 

June  28  “Anne  Marie  Gordon”  Junior  Olympics 
12:00  at  Memorial  Field  - Sponsored  by 
Cub  Scouts 

Peter  and  Ellen  Allard  4:00  on  the  Common 

Sponsored  by  Central  Mass  Oil 

Pancake  supper  5:00  p.m.  Community  Hall 

Sponsored  by  Little  League 

Lip  Sync  contest  6:30  registration  - 7:00 

p.m.  on  the  Common  Mark  Pryce  DJ  - 

Sponsored  by  FORE  All  ages:  Supply  own  CD  or 

cassette  (max  3 min.) 


June  29 


July  3 


July  5 


Volleyball  tournament  1:00  p.m.  at 
Memorial  Field  Ages:  13-adult 
Bike/doll  carriage  parade  2:00  p.m.  on  the 
Common  Ages:  10  and  under 
Open  House  & Lemonade  Social  - 
Historical  Society  1:00  - 3:00  p.m. 

Magician  3-5  p.m.  on  the  Common  - 
Sponsored  by  Friends  of  Rutland  Library 
Open  House  - Library  3:00  - 6:00  p.m. 

Spaghetti  supper  4 - 6:30  p.m.  at  the  Town 
Hall  - Sponsored  by  Wild  Cats  Fast  Pitch 
Softball  Team 

Jazz  band  7-9  p.m.  on  the  Common 

Road  Race  5:00  p.m.  - Sponsored  by 
Sportsmen’s  Club  (Kids  race  Rutland  residents 
only)  Ages:  6 & up  Registration  4:00  p.m.  on  the 
Common 

Ham  & Bean  Supper  5 p.m. 

Congregational  Church 
Jolly  Kopperschmidts  7 - 9 p.m.  on  the 
Common  - Sponsored  by  C.B.  Blair  Builders 
Bonfire  9:30  p.m.  - Sponsored  by  Fire  Brigade 

Chicken  BBQ  at  the  Fire  Station  4:00  p.m.  - 
Sponsored  by  Fire  Brigade 
Stetson  Stompers  Square  Dancers  4 - 5:30p.m. 
Strawberry  Festival  5:00  p.m.  at  the 
Community  Hall  - Sponsored  by  Grange 
Reunion  of  Rutland  H.S.  at  Holden  Hills 
Jack  d’  Johns  7:00  - 1 1:00  p.m.  on  the 
Common  - Sponsored  by  C.B.  Blair 


July  6 


August  24 


Parade  1-5  p.m.  (Rutland  Hts.  Hospital  to 
Community  Center,  Glen  wood  Rd.)  - No 
public  parking  at  Community  Center. 
Registration  10:00  Bills  Garage  Judging 
If  floats  are  to  be  judged,  they  nust  be 
registered  by  10:00.  Late  registrations  will 
not  be  judged.  11:00  - 12:00  - Judging 

Parade  1:00 

Band  Show  5:30  - 7:00  p.m.  at  the 
Community  Center 

Rattler  Rock  Band  7:00  - 9:30  p.m.  at  the 
Community  Center  Sponsored 
by  Len  Gengel  C&  S Builders 

Fireworks  9:30  p.m.  at  the  Community  Center 

100th  Anniversary  - Fire  Station 
Central  Tree  Chowder  Fest  - Fire  Station 
noon  - 4:00  p.m. 


275th  Anniversary  Parade  Information 

Public  Parking 

No  parking:  Main  St.  from  Glenwood  Rd.  to  Maple 
Ave.,  Maple  Ave  & Glenwood  Rd,  Prescott  St. 

Parking:  At  schools  - Masonic  Lodge  -Church 

parking  lots,  Community  Hall  - Spencer  Savings, 
Wachusett  Plaza 

One  side  only:  Main  St.  from  Holden  line  to  Glenwood. 

Pommagussett  to  Rte  122  - Pommagussett.  Wachusett 
St.  Central  Tree 

Shuttle  Buses:  From  Long  Pond  Boat  Ramp  & Rte  68  - 

McCarthy  bus  lot.  Will  transport  to  and  from  parade. 
Private  parking  may  be  available. 

Concession  Stands 

Vendors  will  work  the  parade  route  on  foot.  Mobile 
refreshment  vehicles  will  be  stationed  along  the  parade 
route. 

Souvenir  Stand 

Will  be  located  in  front  of  the  Historical  House. 

Relief  Stations 

If  needed  can  be  found  at  the  start  of  the  parade  route 
and  at  the  end  of  the  route.  Also  at  the  Fire  Station. 

First  Aid  Units 

This  will  be  located  at  the  Community  Center, 
cemetery,  Fire  Station  & Town  Hall. 


Parade  Registration  and  Gathering  Area 

Registration  at  Bill’s  Garage  on  Route  56. 


Dispersal  Area 

Is  at  the  Glen  wood  Rd.  Community  Center. 


Parade  Participants 

Most  participants  would  have  already  pre-registered.  For 
those  who  have  not,  will  do  so  at  Registration  table  at  Bill’s 
Garage  on  Maple  Ave.  Their  means  of  transportation  must 
deposit  the  unit  and  proceed  to  the  point  of  dispersal.  No 
vehicles  or  marchers  will  interrupt  the  parade.  When  a unit 
has  finished  parading,  they  may  leave  if  they  so  wish  by 
way  of  Wachusett  St.  to  Route  68. 


Fundraising  Report 

The  275th  Committee  began  fundraising  in  1995  by  selling 
the  Cat’s  Meow  Community  Hall  figures.  275  were  sold  at  $13.95 
each. 

Our  next  fund-raiser  which  is  still  in  progress  is  the  limited 
edition  numbered  china  commemorative  plates  featuring  a scene  of 
the  old  Central  Tree  Road,  cows  and  all.  A description  of  the  scene 
is  on  the  back  and  the  plate  is  rimmed  in  23  karat  gold.  There 
were  275  plates  to  be  sold  at  $45.00  per  plate. 

To  bring  in  1997,  a New  Year’s  Eve  party,  organized  by 
Jean  Catlin,  was  held  at  the  Sportsman’s  Club.  Also,  a town  wide 
yard  sale  was  held  on  April  19  & 20  1997  organized  by  Corrine 
Pulifico.  This  yard  sale  was  advertised  in  Yankee  Magazine  and 
Country  Living  Magazine.  The  275th  History  Souvenir  Book  will 
be  published  in  early  June,  1997  and  sold  for  $5.00.  It  will  contain 
history,  ads  and  a schedule  of  events  for  both  275th  and  July  4th 
Celebrations.  The  Historical  Society  and  275th  Committee  are 
responsible  for  the  book. 

The  275th  Committee  also  solicited  donations  from  local 
businesses  and  towns  people.  Sue  Bohdiewicz  and  Kathy  Potvin 
Committee  co-chairs  campaigned  vigorously  at  select  board  and 
finance  board  meeting  to  have  an  article  put  on  the  warrant  for  the 
annual  town  meeting.  We  asked  for  $10,000  to  help  finance  the 
parade  since  the  average  marching  band  receives  between  $900  - 
$1,500.  Our  goal  was  to  have  at  least  15  bands  participating  in  the 
parade;  Article  18  passed.  In  October,  1996,  we  found  it  necessary 
to  ask  for  another  $25,000  and  the  Article  also  passed  at  a special 
town  meeting.  Fundraising  will  continue  throughout  the 
celebration. 

Kathy  Potvin  & Sue  Bohdiewicz, 

275th  Celebration  Co-Chairs 


Thank  You  To  Our  Patrons 


M.P.  Jasonis 
Beverly  Klunk 
Norma  Johanson 
Kenneth  Gordon 
Anthony  Furfuro 
June  Rio 
Patricia  Berry 
The  Fratantonio  Family 
Ila  & Tauno  Ketonen 
Ann  & Kevin  Cortis 
Edna  & Kenneth  Bigelow 
Francis  & Dolores  Mero 
Brenda  Hutchinson 
Scott  & Esther  Brenner 
John  & Mary  Scanned 
Barbara  & Ed  Hayes 
The  Nowak  Family 
The  Ruchala  Family 
The  Irish’s 

Dominic  & Mary  Sidoti 
Donna  & David  Coye 
The  Renshaw  Family 
Roberta  & Joseph  Richey 
Howard  & Patricia  Crow 
George  & June  Prifti 
John  & June  Chapman 
Greta  & William  Morris 
Gary  & Kathleen  Godin 
Asa  & Steven  H.  Mann 
Joann  & James  Dunn 
Pauline  & Robert  Nylin 
Mary  & Robert  Hatstat 
James  & Esther  Wood 
Vieno  & Lloyd  Prescott 
Paul  & Marilyn  Audette 


Karen  & Ronald  Sutkus 
Gail  & David  Bangston 
A & M Kolofsky 
Joline  & Gordon  Matheson 
Marlene  & Ralph  Neal 
Virginia  & Robert  Griffin 
Barbara  & Richard  Gaffney 
Paul  & Frances  Laverty 
Donald  & Judith  Stoddard 
Eileen  & Charles  Marsh 
Thomas  & Lorraine  Snelson 
Evelyn  Congdon 
Virginia  Dulmaine 
Brenda  & Robert  Heiniluoma 
Charles  & Judith  Butterfield 
Charles  Robert  & Lisa  Veith 
Edwin  & S Margareta  Wolfahrt 
Randall  & Ann  Marie  Wentworth 
Barbara  & Wendy  Josephson 
Laurie  & Kevin  Mark  Goodrich 
Esther  & Terrence  Murphy 
Burt  & Dorothy  Beckwith 
Edward  & Sandra  Hume 
Joanne  & Robert  Perry  Jr. 

The  Butkiewicz  Jr.  Family 
Janice  & William  Emery  , III 
Helen  & Nelson  Calkins,  Jr. 

Robert  & Phyllis  Bolduc 
Nancy  & Julian  Hunt,  Sr. 

Ted  & Maureen  Gustafson 
Nicole  & William  Mason 
Carol  & Ramey  Erickson 
Dorothy  Hutchins  & B.  Diann  Lehman 
The  Drakos  Family:  Tom,  Lisa,  Brandon,  and  Lindsey 
Gloria,  Robby,  Ryan,  Sean  & Christina  Little 
Chris,  Jim,  Eric,  Carolyn,  & Myles  Purington 
I.  Mary  Rasku  & Mary  Pelton 
Timothy  & Patricia  O’  Malley 


Mary  French  & Robert  Smith 
Nancy  & Franklin  Paddock  Jr. 

Sally  & Barry  Blomgren 

Viola  & Viekko  Jarvi 

Bob,  Anita,  Sarah,  & Matthew  Carlson 

Attilio  Alinovi 

Susan  Alinovi 

Juanita  Wheeler 

David  Hultgren 

Allen  Elbag 

Raymond  Sawyer 

Irene  Amsden 


Sponsors 


Major  Sponsor:  Spencer  Savings  Bank 
Rutland  Lions  Club 
Rutland  Glass  Co. 

Rutland  Sportsmen’s  Club 

Rutland  Sanitation 

Rutland  Recreational  Council 

Rutland  Cub  Scouts 

Rutland  Little  League 

Rutland  Historical  Society 

Rutland  Congregational  Church 

Rutland  Fire  Brigade 

Rick  Travers  and  the  gang 

Friends  of  275th  Celebration 

Sally  Hayden 

Beta  Sigma  Phi 

Friends  of  the  Rutland  Library 

F.O.R.E. 

Len  Gengel  - C&S  Builders 
C.B.  Blair  Builders 
Central  Mass  Oil 
Jordan’s  Dairy  Farm 
Alta  Vista  Farm 
American  Legion  Post  310 
Dick  Bieksha  - Photography 


Spencer  Savings  Bank 


YOUR  MUTUAL  HOMETOWN  BANK 

IS 

PROUD  TO  SUPPORT  AND  PARTICIPATE  IN 


TH 

ANNIVERSARY 


celebration 


RUTLAND 


1722  ~ MASSACHUSETTS  ~ 1997 


SIGNS 

OF 

ALL  KINDS 


RUTLAND,  MA 

886-2680 


/VUy  the  road  rise  to  meet  you. 

A iay  the  wind  be  always  at  your  back. 
Aiaythe  sun  shine  warm  upon  your  face; 

The  rains  fall  soft  upon  your  fields. 
And,  until  we  meet  again , 

AAayGod  hold  you  in  the  palm  of  His  hand. 


is>amt  Patrick’s!  Cfjurcfj 


#C?  CARLSON'S 

r\./  ▼ 

BLUEBERRIES 


27  Sassawanna  Road  • Rutland,  MA  01543 


- ^>ick  Own  - 

High  Bush  Blueberries 
from 

Mid-July  to  Mid-September 


Please  call  886-2805 
for  more  information. 


D&S  CONTRACTING 

- For  All  Your  Landscaping  Needs  - 

Light  Backhoe  & Bobcat  Work 
Yard  Raking  • Bark  Mulch 
Seed  & Sod  Lawns 
Shrub  Plantings  • Pruning 
Brick  Patios  • Walks 
Timber  Walls  • Stairs  • Leaves  Removed 
Plowing  • Sanding  • Sweeping 
Odd  Jobs 


Denis  Suchocki 
23  Barre-Paxton  Road 
Rutland,  Massachusetts  01543 
(508)  886-2729 


Typesetting  • Graphic  Design 
Newsletters  • Brochures 
Business  Cards  • Letterhead  • Envelopes 
Menus  • Advertising  Flyers  • Announcements 
Stationery  • Note  Cards  • Advertisements 
Promotional  Materials  • Resumes 
Business  Forms  • Commercial  Printing 
Invitations  • Reports  • Placemats 
Stamps  • Word  Processing  • Scanning 


CALL  US... 


for  all  your  printing  needs. 


480  MAIN  STREET  • HOLDEN,  MA  01520 
TEL  (508)  829-3256  • FAX  (508)  829-9249 


- Cut  Your  Own  Christmas  Tree  - 


> !\  I i 


PLANTATION 


Qiuvumteed! 


Robert  & Barbara  Johnson 

255  Pleasantdale  Road  • Rutland,  MA  01543 
(508)  886-6227 


The  Stetson  Stompers  Square  Dance 
Club  invites  you  to  join  us  for  a FREE 
spaghetti  supper  and  fun  night  this 
September. 


We  want  you  to  see  for  yourself  how 
much  fun  you  could  be  having  square 
dancing. 


Take  advantage  of  the  coupon  below 
to  get  a free  lesson  after  our 
introductory  fun  night. 


For  information 
call  886-4728 


y This  coupon  will  admit  one  couple  to  a 
0Q  free  square  dancing  lesson. 

^ For  time  and  dates  call  886-4728. 

<k 


THIS  OFFER  EXPIRES  OCT.  31 , 1997 


Sunnyside  Motor  Co.,  Inc. 


FORD 


- Your  Ford  Dealer  since  1923  - 

CARS 

TRUCKS 

Your  purchase  backed  by  our  over  70  years  in  business 

Open  Evenings  until  9pm 
Saturday  until  3pm 

944  Main  Street  • Holden,  MA  01520 


829-4333 


happy  275* 

Xi  Psi  Chapter  • Beta  Sigma  Phi 

Sponsors  of  the  John  Heaney -Mark  Griff  in  Memorial  Scholarship 

- MEMBERS  - 


Lana  Ambrose 

Beverly  Leger 

Marilyn  Bieksha 

Lois  Love 

Judith  Butterfield 

Wendy  Pape 

Barbara  Campbell 

Madeline  Parquette 

Roz  Gian vi lie 

Jean  Perry 

Ginny  Griffin 

Rosalie  Spindler 

Susan  Hall 

Dale  Stafford 

Brenda  Hutchinson 

Jan  Weller 

Donna  Lasher 

Marilyn  Zoppo 

See  you  at  our  Craft  Fair  on  /November  i. 


Bay  State 

SAVINGS  BANK 


28-32  Franklin  St.,  Worcester  791-8161 

378  Burncoat  St.,  Worcester  792-5295 

247  Mill  St.,  Worcester  792-5296 

628  Main  St.,  Holden  829-0887 

Auburn  High  School,  Auburn  832-0630 


Full  service  banking  with  a 
complete  line  of 
DEPOSIT  PRODUCTS 
MORTGAGES 
CONSUMER  LOANS 
COMMERCIAL  SERVICES 


Member:  FDIC/DIF 


f OUAL  HOUSING 

LENDER 


OF  RUTLAND 

64  Barre  Paxton  Road  • Route  122 
Rutland,  MA  01543 
(508)  886-4771 

- Fine  Food  and  Spirits  - 

HOURS: 

Closed  Monday  & Tuesday 
Wednesday  & Thursday  • 4:00  - 8:30 
Friday  & Saturday  • 4:00  - 9:30 
Sunday  • 12:00  - 6:00 

Reservations  accepted. 


Professional  Insurance  Since  1927 


THE  HERLIHY 
INSURANCE 
GROUP 


Homeowners  • Automobile  • Life 
Commercial  Packages  • Workers  Compensation 
Commercial  Auto 

JIM  HERLIHY,  C.I.C. 


83  Main  Street  • Rutland,  MA  01543 
Office:  886-2242  • Home:  792-3637 


do  na  m+u  I a+i  o ns  . . . 

...on  a great  job! 
SUE  & KATHY 

— ~Cv\c\n\<  you  — 

Len  Gengel 

& 

The  Crew 
at 

C & S BUILDERS 


cHappij  yinnivetsanf! 


Barre  Savings  Bank 


56  Common  Street  • Barre,  MA  • (508)  355-4693 
713  Pleasant  Street  • Paxton,  MA  • (508)  799-2274 


Member  FDIC/DIF 


Fun  for  the  Entire  Family! 


MOSCOFFIAN  PERFORMANCE  SHOW 


4th  of  July  Weekend,  July  3 - 6 at  Greenhill  Park,  Worcester,  MA 


• The  Original  Controlled  Burnout  Display 

• Amazing  Flame  - Throwing  Displays 

• NSRA  Safety  Inspections 

• Live  Entertainment 

• Low  Rider  Hydraulics  Display 

• 50’s  Drive-In  Theater 

• Concerts 

• Sock  Hop 

General  Admission  fo 
Under  12  Years  Ol 


• Neon  Light  Display 

• ‘T’  Bucket  Reunion 

• Gene  Winfield’s  Merc  Reunion 

• Beauty  Pageant 

• Muffler  Rap  Competition 

• Model  Car  contest 

• Swap  Meet  Area 

• Manufacturers  Exhibits 

Spectator $8. 

Free  with  Adult 


I Event  Hotlines  (508)  987-3375  or  (508)  537-5646  | 

“This  is  the  event  everyone's  talking  about." 


John  P.  Gusha,  D.M.D. 

General  Dentistry  for  the  Entire  Family 


• Cleanings 

• Bondings 

• Dentures 

• Emergencies 

• Nitrous  Oxide  Gas 


Convenient  Location  • Dental  Insurance  Accepted 
Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 

829-5435 


1116  Main  Street 
Holden,  Massachusetts  01520 


RUTLAND  SANITATION  SERVICE,  INC. 


Cesspools  & Septic  Tanks  Pumped 


Portable  Toilet  Rentals 


Prompt  Professional  Service 


144  Turkey  Hill  Road 
Rutland,  MA  01543 

886-4986 


'Working  to  'Keep  Our  'Environment  Clean 


RUTLAND 


Veterinary  Clinic 

Robin  A.  Chapman,  D.V.M. 


- Office  Hours  by  Appointment  - 


203  Main  Street 
(Route  1 22-a) 
Rutland,  MA  01543 

Phone 

(508)  886-2286 


Fallon 

Healthcare 

System. 

Creating  healthier 
lives  in  our 
communities. 

The  Fallon  Clinic 
Fallon  Community  Health  Plan 
Saint  Vincent  Hospital 


J 

Congratulations 
• on 

275  years!  tf 


.*  A 


A worthy  reason  to  celebrate! 


Learning  is  an 
everyday  celebration. 


The  Staff  of  Naguag  School 


AJAX  TREE  EXPERT  CORE 

P.O.  Box  362  • Rutland,  MA  01543 
(508)  829-5110 


Free  Estimates 


Fully  Insured 


Residential,  Commercial  & Municipal 


Tree  Removal 


Pruning 


Stump  Removal 


Serving  Worcester  and  Worcester  County  since  1947 
Residing  and  Working  in  Rudand  since  1978 


C.B.  Blair  Builders 


proudly  sponsors 


W alter  Buckingham 
at  the 

Colonial  Period  Ball 

June  21st 


The  Jolly  Kopper shmidts  Band 


Jefferson  Service  Station 


Oil  Changes  • Tune  Ups 
Brakes  • Lifetime  Mufflers 
Front  End  Alignments 
Tires  • Batteries 
Windshield  Wipers 
General  Repairs  & More! 


Dependable,  Quality  Workmanship  is  closer  than  you  think! 


The  Warren  Gardner  Family 
1594  North  Main  Street 
Jefferson,  MA  01522 

829-9451 


Happy  275th  Anniversary  Rutland 


In  Memory  of 
Ken  Viner  ( Bigger ) 
from 

Table  #3  and  Friends 
at  the  Meeting  Place  Cafe 
(Now  Toula’s) 


Ralph  Anderson 

Brenda  Heiniluoma 

Ray  Becker 

Del  Hilton 

“Bobo”  Caloiaro 

Ken  Hultgren 

John  Chasse 

Reverend  Pryce 

Buddy  Congdon 

Paul  Raymond 

Lou  Comacchioli 

Pat  Sarkisian 

Pete  Foley 

Robert  Scott 

Dick  Gaffney 

Carol  Warrington 

Len  Gengel 

Don  Werme 

Ken  Gordon 

Mary  Gorman 

Gerry  Power 


LAIR 

Builders  & Real  Estate  Specialists 

886-2275  or  886-4832 


WE  BUILD  MORE  THAN  JUST  HOUSES 

— YOe  build  homes  - 


\ 

On  time  delivery  and  dedication  to  total 
quality  has  made  C.B.  BLAIR  BUILDERS 
Worcester  County’s  most  trusted  name  for 
unique  custom  built  homes. 

Since  1959,  generations  of  satisfied 
customers  have  looked  to  C.B.  BLAIR 
BUILDERS  as  the  area’s  leader  in  quality 
home  construction. 


OVERLOOK  SERVICES,  INC. 

Hydraulic  Hoses 

Fittings 

Components 

Chain  Saws 
Husky  • Stihl 
Small  Engine  Repair 

Overlook  Road  • Rutland,  MA  01543 

886-4909  • 886-6161 


886-2506 


A.T.  6L0CKNER 
Painting  & Wallcovering 


A.T.  Glockner 
MA.  License  # 01213 


P.O.  Box  758 
Rutland,  MA  01543 


- Roofing  Specialist  - 
- General  Carpentry  & Building  - 

- Snow  Plowing  - 

- Licensed  & Insured  - 

JAMES  POTVIN  & SONS 

Contractor 

(508)  886-4224 


Hagman  Chimney  Sweep 

Cleaning  of: 

Woodstoves,  Fireplace  & Oil  Flues 
Masonry  Work  & Pointing  of  Chimneys 
Waterproofing 

886*2252 

Hagman  Landscaping  & Yard  Maintenance 

Lawn  Service  • Brush  Removal  • Tree  & Shrub  Trimming  • Mulching 
Small  Tree  Removal  • Yard  Clean-Up  • Plant  & Tree  Installation 

297  MAIN  STREET  • RUTLAND,  MA  01543 


1 406  Main  Street  • Holden,  MA  01 520 

(508)  829-4577 


Jefferson  Cleaners 

— Jor  all  your  cleaning  needs  — 


Expert  Alterations 
Suede  and  Leather 
Wedding  Gowns 


5?tee  fPew&c  Wxwfi  with  {Pjamtinty  JeB 


4 Edson  Avenue  • Rutland,  MA  01543  • (508)  886-2135 


(508)  886-4395 


o^ 


4«* 


Ct-Ke* 


•epic'*' 


JOYCE  H.  MCGUINNESS 

Travel  Consultant 
1 2 Juniper  Lane  • Rutland,  MA  01 543 


CEBk 


accredited! 


CRUISE 

milNSFLLnR 


Rutland  Pizza  ^ 


1-5  MAPLE  AVENUE  • RUTLAND,  MA 

Pizzas 
Grinders 

Soft  Serve  in  Season 

886-6204 


Qfl 


RUTLAND  PHARMACY,  Inc. 


& 


Groceries  • Lottery  • Cards 
FAX  • UPS  • Photofinishing 


“Convenience  in  the  Heart  of  Town” 

Most  Prescription  Drug  Insurance  Plans  Accepted 

David  H.  Tuttle,  B.S.,  P.Ph. 

18  Maple  Avenue  • Rutland,  MA  01543 

886-6261 


Congratulations 

to  the 

Town  of  Rutland 

Michael,  Dorothy,  Diana  and  Laura  Tsotsis 


JORDAN  DAIRY  FARM 

RUTLAND,  MA  01 543 

886-4259  886-4037 


Congratulations  to  the  people  of  Rutland on  the  occasion  of the 
Cocun  }s  275th  Clnniuersary  ! Chanh you  for  the  warm  reception 
our  people  have  received since  first  arriving  in  L Rutland. 


- Finnish  Society  Sovittaja  - 

uChe  CPeacemaher  ” 

est.  Worcester,  MA  1 890 

- Finnish  American  Club  of  Rutland  - 

est.  Rutland  , MA  1 969 


Serving  the  cultural,  social  and  educational  needs  of  Central  New  England  for  over  a century. 
- Operating  Sovittaja  Park  on  Demond  Pond  since  1926  - 


Alta  Vista  Farm 


Bison  Meat  Always  Available! 


- Gift  Store  Items  - 

Native  American  Jewelry 
Dream  Catchers  • Mandellas 
T-Shirts  • Sweatshirts 
Childrens’  Toys  • Woven  Throws 
Handmade  Crafts 
Buffalo  Hides  & Skulls 
Buffalo  Everything! 


80  Hillside  Road  • Rutland,  MA  • 508-886-4365 

Store  Hours:  10:00  - 6:00  Sat.,  Sun,  Wed.  (or  call  ahead) 

Visa  and  Mastercard  accepted. 


Steiner 
Sign 
Studio , me. 

• Designs 

• Wood  Carving 

• Hand  Lettering 

• All  Types  of  Signs 


426  E.  County  Road  • Route  68  • Rutland,  MA  01543  • 886-2680 


mags  & rags 

convenience  store 


217  Barre-Paxton  Road 
Rutland,  MA  01 543 
(508)  886-6501 


AUTO  GLASS  SPECIALISTS 


Plexiglass  • Table  Tops  • Mirrors 
Storm  Windows  & Screens  Repaired 
Window  Class  • Tub  Enclosures 
Store  Fronts  • insurance  Estimates 

(508)  886-4469 

Open  Monday  - Friday  9 - 5,  Saturday:  9 - 12 

13  Pommogussett  Road  (Rte  56N)  Rutland,  MA  01543  • MA  Reg.  #RS1120 


Cffie  General  'Jvufus  CPutnam  Jiouse 


Specializing  in: 

Bridal  Showers 

Rehearsal  Dinners 

Indoor/Outdoor  Wedding  Receptions 

Drive  through  the  gates  and  step 
back  in  time  to  the 
gracious  hospitality  and  personal 
attention  of  yesteryear. 


A 1750  Bed  & Breakfast  -Listed  in  the  National  Register  of Historic  Homes 


344  Main  Street 
Rutland,  Massachusetts  01543 

(508)  886-4864 


AMC 


Christine  L Soverow 

Dirctor  of  Admissions 

Anna  Maria  College 
Paxton,  MA  01612-1198 
Tel:  (508)  849-3360 
1-800-344-4586,  Ext.  360 
Fax:  (508)  849-3362 
Email:  csoverow@anna-maria.edu 


Anna  Maria 
College 


Carpet  Mills 

• Top  Quality 

• Discount  Prices 

• Professional  Installation 


Tom  Crutcher 

Phone:  (508)  886-2624 
Toll  Free:  (800)  861-5445 


Peter  The  Sage 

Phone  & Fax:  (508)  757-5895 
Toll  Free:  (800)  616-7427 


DAVIS  W.  WITT,  PALP..  ,\LSD..  P.C. 

Specialist  in  Orthodontics 
for 

Children,  Adolescents  and  Adults 

1406  Main  Street  44  Maple  Avenue 

Holden,  MA  01 520  Shrewsbury,  MA  01 545 

(508)  829-7650  (508)  845-681 8 

Member  American  Association  of  Orthodontists 


Stuart  C.  Thurston  Jr. 

ARCHITECT 

51  Union  Place,  Suite  4G  • Worcester,  MA  01608  • (508)  798-0896 


Country  Collectables 


HANDCRAFTED  WOOD  PRODUCTS 


78  Central  Tree  Road 
Rutland,  Massachusetts  01543 
(508)  886-2829 


Free  Estimates 


Ron  Rotti 


Rom’s  Trucking  Service 

RUBBISH  REMOVAL ‘APPLICANCES 
WEST  BOYLSTON,  MA 


(508)  886-6002 


WILLIAM  G.  WALKER,  JR 

PLUMBING  & HEATING 

#19882 


126  Maple  Avenue  • Rutland,  Massachusetts  01543  • 886-2185 


Happy  275tK! 

- THANKS  FOR  ALL  THE  GOOD  TIMES  - 

Charles  & Barbara  Campbell  and  Family 
Mark  & Cara  Campbell,  Lindsey  and  Megan 
Marcia  & Steve  Lajoie  • Melissa  & Alec  Callender 


- Finnish  Society  Sovittaja  - 

£7. 

est.  Worcester,  MA  1890 

- Finnish  American  Club  of  Rutland  - 

est.  Rutland,  MA  1969 


Roots  in  Finland  - Branches  in  America 

Documenting  thefinnish  experience  in  Central  New  England 

Begun  in  1995,  a project  to  document,  study,  promote  and  celebrate  the  history  of  the 
Finnish  immigrants  and  their  descendents  who  settled  in  the  greater  Worcester  and  greater 
Gardner  areas  of  Massachusetts  and  the  Monadnock  region  of  southern  New  Hampshire. 

Wild  Rose  Farm 

Barry  Heiniluoma,  Director  Nine  Barre  Road 

Tel.  (508)  928-4428  Hubbardston,  MA  01452 


Cuts  • Perms  • Color 
For  the  entire  family 

Lisa  T.  Long 

192  Chamock  Hill  Road 
Rutland,  MA  01543 


Tuonerware 

I vvni  v- 

Beth  Potvin,  Qualified  Executive  Manager 


2 Dakota  Trail  • Rutland,  Massachusetts  01543  • (508)  886-2074 


RUTLAND,  MA 


Rutland  Police  Dept. 
886-4033 


“MERGE” 

E-911 


Rutland  Fire  Dept. 
886-4211 


RTLRS 

RUBBER  STAMP  CO. 

Manufacturers 

WORCESTER 

/i  u 

8 Portland  Street  • Worcester,  Massachusetts  01608 

(508)  753-7311 

& 

Robert  A.  Comen,  Owner 

(508)  829-9670 

f$i?0 

1655  Main  St.  • Jefferson,  MA  01522 


D.  Putnam  &:  Son 

BUILDERS 

CUSTOM  HOMES  •ADDITIONS  • KITCHEN  & BATH  REMODELING 
549  EAST  COUNTY  RD„  RUTLAND  MA  01543  • (508)  886-6688 


BRAD  PERRY  HEATING 

4 

1 

REPAIRS  • BOILERS  • FURNACES 

I 

I "... 

NEW  INSTALLATIONS  • REMODELING 

i 

(508)  888-8537 

25+  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 

David  E.  Boudreau 


Used  Cars  Bought  & Sold 


Spencer  Motor  Sales 

Quality  Automobiles  Since  1958 
(508)  885-4582 


Across  from  the  Big  Y Plaza  • 71  W.  Main  Street  • Spencer,  MA  01562 


/fistoni  Auts 

' HAIR  SALON  't 

y/air  Gare 

for  the 

&n/ire  Gamily 

In  loving  memory 

of 

George  & Mae 

and 

Arthur  & Lois 

Patty  Szczurko 

1103  West  Boylston  Street 
Worcester,  MA  01606 

S-M-I-T-H 

853-7378 

7£est  XOiskes 
- ‘Rutland  - 


on  \fout 


from 

DAISY  ACRES 

Anne,  Scott,  Tracy  & Kerry  Davis 


Rutland 

Library 


1866-1997 

THE  FRIENDS 
OF  THE 
RUTLAND 
PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 

Sparking 

Imaginations  —mm— 


Spencer  Savings  Bank 

YOUR  MUTUAL  HOMETOWN  BANK 

IS 

PROUD  TO  SUPPORT  AND  PARTICIPATE  IN 


"275" 

44  § J ANNIVERSARY 

celebration 

RUTLAND 

1722  ~ MASSACHUSETTS  - 1997 


